The Season of Creation
l. In The Beginning

Blessing of the Animals

October 4, 2026
8:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist

SsAM MISSION STATEMENT
To be an inclusive Christian community that worships God, follows Christ in all aspects of our lives, and serves the
greater Wilmington area through actions and ministries that promote peace, justice, reconciliation, and
empowerment for all people.

BCP refers to the Book of Common Prayer.
Hymns marked # and service music marked S are found in the Hymnal 1982.
Hymns marked (LEVAS II) are found in Lift Every Voice and Sing
* indicates selections for the 10:30 a.m. service only

*VOLUNTARY “Air“ Gerre Hancock (1934-2012)
GREETING

As the processional enters the church, all who are able, stand
*HYMN #420 “When in our Music, God is Glorified* Engelberg

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Who brings all things into being and calls them good. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY (All)

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (8:00)

Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us;

glory.

you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS - *S 278 “Glory to God in the highest”

Music by William Mathais (1934-1992)
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Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use
God be with you
And Also with you.
Let us pray.
COLLECT OF THE DAY

Loving Creator, God, out of your womb has gushed forth the universe with all its marvelous order, its
atoms, worlds, galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living creatures: Grant that, as we probe the
mysteries of your creation, we may come to know you more truly, and more surely fulfill our role in
your eternal purpose; in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord: Grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of this
world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole creation
with perfect joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit for the readings.



The Word of God
FIRST READING Genesis 2:4-14; 15-25

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. In the day that the Lord
God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the
field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one
to till the ground; but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground—then
the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
and the man became a living being.

And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed.
Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food,
the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.

And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”
Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his
partner.” So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air,
and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living
creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every
animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner.

So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and
closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a
woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” Therefore a man leaves his
father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. And the man and his wife were
both naked, and were not ashamed.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 148 setting by T. A. W almisley

1 Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!

2 Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his host!

3 Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you shining stars!



4 Praise him, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens!

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for he commanded and they were created.

6 He established them forever and ever;

he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.

7 Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps,

8 fire and hail, snow and frost,
stormy wind fulfilling his command!

9 Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars!

10 Wild animals and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds!

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!

12 Young men and women alike,
old and young together!

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for his name alone is exalted;
his glory is above earth and heaven.

14 He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all his faithful,
for the people of Israel who are close to him.
Praise the Lord!



SECOND READING Romans 8:18-28

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be
revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope
that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory
of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we
wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We know that
all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
Thanks be to God.

All who are able, stand as the Gospel Book is carried in procession.

GRADUAL #194 (LEVAS II) vv. 1 “Lead me, Guide me” Doris M. Akers (b. 1922)
THE HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1-14

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.
He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of
grace and truth.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ

SERMON



THE CREED (unison) Tirechan’s Creed from The Patrician Texts
from the Book of Armagh AD670 (Dublin) Ludwig Bieler;
translated by Dr. Thomas O’Loughlin.

Our God is the God of all humans,

the God of heaven and earth,

the God of sea and rivers,

the God of the sun and moon,

the God of all the heavenly bodies,

the God of the lofty mountains,

the God of the lowly valleys.

God is above the heavens;

and he is beneath the heavens.

Heaven and earth and sea,

and everything that is in them,

such he has as his above.

He inspires all things,

he gives life to all things,

he stand above all thins,

and he stands beneath all things.

He enlightens the light of the sun,

he strengthens the light of the night and the stars,

he makes wells in the arid land and dry islands in the sea,
and he places the stars in the service of the greater lights.
He has a Son who is co-eternal with himself,

and similar in all respects to himself;

and neither is the Son younger than the Father,

nor is the Father older than the Son;

and the Holy Spirit breathes in them.

And the Father and the Son and Holy Spirit are inseparable.
Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us, God’s people, pray

God of The Beginning, the Now, and the Always, you are the Light that shines in the darkness, the Light
of all people and of all life on our Earth, and in the vastness of the known and the unknown beyond.
Guide us to know, through your infinite Word, Christ Jesus, that our purpose in this life is to praise, love,
and serve You in all that we do to care for each other, ourselves, and every part of Your Creation.

Faithful, Loving God
We praise and thank you in every day



God of The Beginning, the Now, and the Always, open the eyes of the souls in all who hold political
authority on and over the land and sea and in the air across your diverse Creation. Guide them to see you
in every human face, every grain of sand, every field and star and ocean, and especially in themselves.
Fill them with the desire to govern in all good faith, justly, and humbly. We pray especially for: the
President, the Vice-President, our Members of Congress, our Governor, our County Executive, our City
Council, and our Mayor.

Faithful, Loving God
We praise and thank you in every day

God of The Beginning, the Now, and the Always, grant healing to the spirits of those laid low by illness
or life circumstance, and grant resilience for all who give them care. We now join our hearts to pray for
those in need...

Faithful, Loving God
We praise and thank you in every day

God of The Beginning, the Now, and the Always, may echoes of sweet memories quell the pain of earth-
bound grief, as the souls of those who have left this life, now soar in the peace and glory of new life in
Christ. We pray especially for Nettie Alexander, Edythe Bryant, Randy Burton, Sara Gere, NeKomis
Knotts, Marion Pruitt and Ruth Walls.

Faithful, Loving God
We praise and thank you in every day

God of The Beginning, the Now, and the Always, we pause in this moment to offer You our other heartfelt
thanksgivings, intercessions, petitions, and memorials, aloud or silently...

Faithful, Loving God
We praise and thank you in every day

God of The Beginning, the Now, and the Always, we give You thanks for Your anointed and faith-filled
servants who lead us in Your Church, who re-awaken our wonder, teach us how to praise Your Name,
and show us the way to our true place with you. We pray especially for: Sarah, Archbishop of
Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Kevin our Bishop; Patrick, our Rector; Stephany, our Associate
Minister; Lloyd, our Rector Emeritus. We also pray for Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil; Immanuel
Highlands Church and for those who will be confirmed or received or are renewing their baptismal
VOWS.

Faithful, Loving God
We praise and thank you in every day

The Celebrant adds the following prayer.

Most Holy God, Divine Architect of all Creation, release us from our selfish diversions and divisions,
and turn us toward patient hope, never-ending praise of you, endless thanksgiving, and selfless service.
Guide us to faithful action to increase the health of the land, the sea, the air, all humanity, every living
creature, and all that is planted in this Earth, given to us by Your enduring love and abundant mercy. We
ask through Jesus, our Merciful Healer; and the Holy Spirit, Your Sacred Breath within us; who together
with You, are our One Almighty and Ever-Living God, now and forever. Amen.
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CONFESSION OF SIN

Let us confess our sins to God.

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.

We have denied your goodness in each other,

in ourselves, and in the world you have created.

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done,

and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Those who bring animals for blessing please come forward to the altar railing.
Pets should be on a leash or crated.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

God’s animals inhabit the skies, the land, and the sea; we share the earth with them, and like them rely on
God’s blessing to sustain and preserve us. We gather today in communion and friendship with Francis of
Assisi who preached to animals and moved throughout the known world sharing God’s unconditional
love for all beings. Remembering Francis’ love for all God’s creatures, bring forward the animals
entrusted to your care that we may bless them.

The following hymn is sung as the animals are blessed individually.

HYMN “He’s got the whole world” Negro Spiritual
arr. Hezekiah Brinson, Jr. (B. 1958)

1. He’s got the whole world in his hands. (4 times)

2. He’s got the birdies and the fishes ...

3. He’s got the kitties and the doggies ...

4. He’s got the bunnies and the hamsters ...
Additional verses may be added here

5. He’s got ALL CREATION in his hands.



When all have been blessed the Celebrant prays:
God of all creation: we give you thanks and praise. Open our eyes to see your hand at work in all

creation. May your bountiful blessing be upon us all, God our Redeemer, now and for ever. Amen.

All may return to their seats.

PEACE The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Please be seated for brief MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS.

HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.

It is made ready for those who seek him, those who love him,

and those who want to love him more.

So come, you who have much faith,

and you who have little, or are questioning faith.

Come, you who have been here often,

and you who have not been for a long time or ever before.

Come, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.

And so we come, for Christ invites us all to be known, fed, and loved here.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.

*OFFERTORY ANTHEM “A Rose Touched by the Sun’s Warm Rays” Jean Berger (1909-2002)

A rose touched by the sun’s warm rays,

all its petals gently do unfold;

So you, when touched by God’s great mercy,
let joy and gladness win your soul.

All who are able, stand and sing this hymn as the gifts are brought forward.

*HYMN #405 “All things Bright and Beautiful” Royal Oak
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Children are welcome at this altar!
During the anthem, all children are invited to gather in the narthex near the front door. We will then process
forward with the collection and gather around the altar as we share in communion together.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

L’ Celebrant
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It is right
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to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth.

Here the celebrant inserts a proper preface.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS *S 128

William Mathias (1934-1992)
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comes
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Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est.

Music: William Mathias (1934-1992). Copyright © 1976 Oxford University Press.
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The people may stand or kneel following the Sanctus

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation;
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

A Celebrant | | |
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Music: Ambrosian anaphora chant; adapt. Mason Martens (1933-1991). Copyright © 1971 Mason Martens.

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Blessed Andrew, Matthew, John, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and
the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
People

——

A-men.

Father, now and for ever.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (Contemporary) BCP 364

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the bread. A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant 2 g o ® @& @& @& o ®» @& o ® @& o _
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Ihere-fore  let  us  keep the [feast Al-le - ia.

The Celebrant says the Invitation to Communion.

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION Everyone is invited to Holy Communion

Gluten-free wafers are at the station at the center of the altar railing.

ORGAN REFLECTION Solemn Introduction for “Great is thy Faithfulness* Rasaan Bourke

*HYMN #189 (LEVAS II) “Great is thy Faithfulness” Words: Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960)
Music: William M. Runyan (1870-1957)
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Holy One beyond all names

Eternal Wellspring

May love rise again in us today

With food for every table

Shelter for every person and family
And reverence for every life.

Forgive us our failings in love

And free us from all falseness

That the light of our souls may shine
And the strength of our spirits endure
For Earth and all her people

This Day, this night, and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING

HYMN (see page 14) “We are the Light of the World” Jean Anthony Greif (1889-1981)

DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
*VOLUNTARY Improvisation based a tune by Jean Greif
All are welcome to sit and enjoy the postlude.
If you wish to leave, please do so quietly in respect for others.

Our worship has ended, our service begins!

14



SONGS OF SERVICE

We Are the Light of the World 288
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1. .Bless-ed are they who are poor in  spir - it
2. Bless-ed are they who are meek and hum - ble,
3. Bless-ed are they who will mourn in SOr - TOW,
4. Bless those who hun - ger and thirst for jus - ftice,
5. Bless-ed are they who show oth ers mer - Cy,
6. Bless -ed are hearts that are clean and ho - ly,
7. Bless-ed are they who bring peace a - mong us,
8. Bless those who suf - fer from  per se - cu - tion,
A
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1. Theirs is the King-dom of  God. Bless us, O Lord, make us
2. They will in - her - it the earth. Bless us, O Lord, make us
3. They wil be com - fort ed Bless us, O Lord, when we .
4. They will be sat - is fied. Bless us, O Lord, hear our
5. They will know mer - cy too. Bless us, O Lord, hear our
6. They will be - hold the Lord. Bless us, O Lord, make us
7. They are the chil-dren of  God. Bless us, O Lord, may your
8. Theirs is the King-dom of  God. Bless us, O Lord, when they
i frm—
" —— ;
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1. poor m  Spir - it; Bless us, O Lord, our God.
2. meek and hum - ble; Bless us, O Lord, our God.
3. share their sor - row; Bless us, O Lord, our God.
4. cry for jus - tice; Bless us O Lord, our God.
3. oy for mer - cy; Bless us, O Lord, our God.
6. pure and ho - ly; Bless us, O Lord, our God
7. peace  be with us; Bless us, O Lord, our God.
8. per se - cute us; Bless us, O Lord, our  God.
T i ] i
—3 o S— 1 - 5 5
e)
We are the light of the world, may our light shine be-fore all,
O i i I C
g —#_d—r_q;__i s © 0 | J} :

That they may see the good that we do,and give glo - ry to God.

WORDS and MUSIC: Jean Anthony Greif
Words and Music ® 1966, Vernacular Hymns Publishing Co.
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Participants

The Rev. Patrick Burke, Preacher and Celebrant
Jonathan W. Whitney, Interim Director of Music and Community Engagement
Rasaan Hakiem Bourke, Organist and Choral Conductor

SERVING NEXT WEEK
-8:00 AM —
GICPLOT eveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeneesnenens Wanda Smith
Eucharistic Ministers .........ccccoccvviiii.. Anne Kauffman
LeCtOr | e, Wanda Smith
—10:30 AM —
GI@BLEL || | ..ottt eeeeeeeeeeees Steven Jones
Acolyte Valerie Chow
Les Roberts, Jr.
Eucharistic Ministers ...........occovvve..... Barbara Henry
Bev Romain, Diane-Louise Casson
Al Brock, Anthony Jones
LeCLOT .o Eudel Drain
Prayers of the People .............. Christina Brennan Lee
SaCTIStAN .......eovveiieeeeeceeeceecereee e Jim Bimbi
Altar Guild .......c.ooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee. Carolyn Lea
Kelly Holt
UShers .......ooooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenne. Alice and Buck Smith
Music ................ Organist Candidate: Rasaan Bourke
SsAM Choir
Live Stream Wil Landis

SERVING NEXT WEEK

—10:30 AM —
GIeeter | . .....ocoooeieeeieeieeeiecereieeenas Dave Clouser
ACOLYTe | | e, Barbra McCune

Les Roberts, Jr.

Rt. Rev. Mary. D. Glasspool
Rev. Stephany Graham

Diane-Louise Casson, Barbara Henry

LOCLOT .o Christina Brennan Lee
SACTISAN ........ccocererererereeireree e Jim Bimbi
Altar Guild ..........cooveveierereeerenene Clem Dinsmore
Katie Soukup
USETS ...t Kelly Holt
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	GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (8:00)
	Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to his people on earth.
	Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
	we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
	Lord Jesus Christ, Only Son of the Father,
	Lord God, Lamb of God,
	you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us;
	you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
	For you alone are the Holy One,
	you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
	Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
	in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

	GLORIA IN EXCELSIS - *S 278
	God be with you
	And Also with you.
	Let us pray.

	COLLECT OF THE DAY
	Loving Creator, God, out of your womb has gushed forth the universe with all its marvelous order, its atoms, worlds, galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living creatures: Grant that, as we probe the mysteries of your creation, we may come to know you more truly, and more surely fulfill our role in your eternal purpose; in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
	Most high, omnipotent, good Lord: Grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following  the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole creation with perfect joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
	All sit for the readings.

	4   Praise him, you highest heavens,
	and you waters above the heavens!
	5   Let them praise the name of the Lord,
	for he commanded and they were created.
	6   He established them forever and ever;
	he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.
	7   Praise the Lord from the earth,
	you sea monsters and all deeps,
	8   fire and hail, snow and frost,
	stormy wind fulfilling his command!
	9   Mountains and all hills,
	fruit trees and all cedars!
	10 Wild animals and all cattle,
	creeping things and flying birds!
	11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,
	princes and all rulers of the earth!
	12 Young men and women alike,
	old and young together!
	13 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
	for his name alone is exalted;
	his glory is above earth and heaven.
	14 He has raised up a horn for his people,
	praise for all his faithful,
	for the people of Israel who are close to him.
	Praise the Lord!
	Our God is the God of all humans,
	the God of heaven and earth,
	the God of sea and rivers,
	the God of the sun and moon,
	the God of all the heavenly bodies,
	the God of the lofty mountains,
	the God of the lowly valleys.
	God is above the heavens;
	and he is beneath the heavens.
	Heaven and earth and sea,
	and everything that is in them,
	such he has as his above.
	He inspires all things,
	he gives life to all things,
	he stand above all thins,
	and he stands beneath all things.
	He enlightens the light of the sun,
	he strengthens the light of the night and the stars,
	he makes wells in the arid land and dry islands in the sea,
	and he places the stars in the service of the greater lights.
	He has a Son who is co-eternal with himself,
	and similar in all respects to himself;
	and neither is the Son younger than the Father,
	nor is the Father older than the Son;
	and the Holy Spirit breathes in them.
	And the Father and the Son and Holy Spirit are inseparable.
	Amen.

	THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
	We praise and thank you in every day

	We praise and thank you in every day
	We praise and thank you in every day
	We praise and thank you in every day
	We praise and thank you in every day
	We praise and thank you in every day
	CONFESSION OF SIN
	God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you,
	opposing your will in our lives.
	We have denied your goodness in each other,
	in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
	We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done,
	and the evil done on our behalf.
	Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
	that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

	BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
	HYMN
	PEACE
	And also with you.


	HOLY COMMUNION
	INVITATION TO THE TABLE
	This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.
	It is made ready for those who seek him, those who love him,
	and those who want to love him more.
	So come, you who have much faith,
	and you who have little, or are questioning faith.
	Come, you who have been here often,
	and you who have not been for a long time or ever before.
	Come, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
	And so we come, for Christ invites us all to be known, fed, and loved here.

	OFFERTORY SENTENCE
	*OFFERTORY ANTHEM
	*HYMN #405
	Children are welcome at this altar!

	THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
	SANCTUS *S 128
	The people may stand or kneel following the Sanctus
	We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
	On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
	After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
	The Celebrant continues
	And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
	We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Andrew, Matthew, John, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
	By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
	POST COMMUNION PRAYER
	Holy One beyond all names
	Eternal Wellspring
	May love rise again in us today
	With food for every table
	Shelter for every person and family
	And reverence for every life.
	Forgive us our failings in love
	And free us from all falseness
	That the light of our souls may shine
	And the strength of our spirits endure
	For Earth and all her people
	This Day, this night, and forever.
	Amen.

	BLESSING
	HYMN (see page 14)

	DISMISSAL
	Thanks be to God.

	*VOLUNTARY

	Our worship has ended, our service begins!
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