The Episcopal Church of
Saints Andrew and Matthew
SEASON OF CREATION 2021
Third Sunday

OUR COMMON HUMANITY
Holy Eucharist
October 24, 2021
8:00 and 10:30 a.m.

“How very good and pleasant it is
when kindred live together in unity!”
Psalm 133

A SEASON OF CREATION 2021
A spiritual journey of seven Sundays into all aspects of creation –
human, other living creatures, and the natural environment – featuring
guest speakers, storytellers and artists, contemporary liturgy, readings,
music and other art forms. The purpose: to celebrate the wonders of God’s
creation, and to commit ourselves to being peacemaking stewards for
ourselves, our local communities and the world.

Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m.
October 10

IN THE BEGINNING
David Christopher, preacher
Organist, Director of Music and Associate for Liturgy at SsAM
October 17

OUR LIVING PLANET
Brighton Kaoma, preacher
Global Director UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network - Youth
October 24

OUR COMMON HUMANITY
Rabbi Douglas Krantz, preacher
Rabbi-in-Residence at SsAM
October 31

OUR WORLD AT PEACE
The Honorable Lisa Blunt Rochester, preacher
Member of Congress, Delaware
November 7

THE SAINTS AMONG US
The Rt. Rev. Kevin S. Brown, preacher
Bishop, the Episcopal Church in Delaware
November 14

OUR ROLE AS STEWARDS
Saundra Ross Johnson, preacher
Senior Warden, SsAM Vestry
November 21

THE COSMIC CHRIST
The Rev. Canon Lloyd S. Casson, preacher
Rector Emeritus at SsAM

SEASON OF CREATION 2021
Third Sunday

OUR COMMON HUMANITY
BCP refers to the Book of Common Prayer.
Hymns marked # and service music marked S are found in the Hymnal 1982.
Hymns marked (LEVAS II) are found in Lift Every Voice and Sing.

Variations on “Kum ba yah”

VOLUNTARY

John A. Behnke

Words and Music - ©1993 MorningStar Music Publishers / Birnamwood Publication

GREETING
SsAM Drumming Circle

PROCESSION
HYMN # 390 vv. 1, 2, 4

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Lobe den Herren

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!
Join the great throng, psaltery, organ, and song,
Sounding in glad adoration.
2 Praise to the Lord, over all things he gloriously reigneth;
Borne as on eagle-wings, safely his saints he sustaineth.
Hast thou not seen how all thou needest hath been
Granted in what he ordaineth?
4 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him.
Let the Amen sound from his people again;
gladly forever adore him.
Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.
©Copyright 2021 Church Publishing Incorporated, 19 East 34th St, New York, NY 10016

The earth belongs to God and all that is in it.
The world and all who dwell therein.
Let everything that has breath praise God.
Hallelujah!
COLLECT FOR PURITY (all in unison)
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“Glorify Thy Name”

Donna Adkins (b. 1940)

Creator, we love thee,
We praise thee, we adore thee,
Glorify thy name in all the earth.
Glorify thy name, glorify thy name,
Glorify thy name in all the earth.
Jesus, we love thee ...
Spirit, we love thee ...
1976, 1981 CCCM Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)
Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
COLLECT OF THE DAY
Divine Creator, you have made of one blood, all people to dwell upon the face of the Earth, and
through Christ you have broken down the dividing wall between all tribes of humanity. Grant us the
will and the courage to tear down all that divides us one from another. May our jealousies be
shamed, our arrogance brought low, and all our prejudice and fear of one another be done away; that
the bonds of mutual respect may unite all people, and we may live in peace together to the glory of
your name; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
throughout eternity. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
At the conclusion of each Reading:
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
“Human Family” a poem by Maya Angelou

FIRST READING
I note the obvious differences
In the human family.
Some of us are serious,
Some thrive on comedy.
Some declare their lives are lived
As true profundity,
And others claim they really live
The real reality.
The variety of our skin tones
Can confuse, bemuse, delight,
Brown and pink and beige and purple,
Tan and blue and white.
-4-

I've sailed upon the seven seas
And stopped in every land,
I've seen the wonders of the world
Not yet one common man.
I know ten thousand women
Called Jane and Mary Jane,
But I've not seen any two
Who really were the same.
Mirror twins are different
Although their features jibe,
And lovers think quite different thoughts
While lying side by side.
We love and lose in China,
We weep on England's moors,
And laugh and moan in Guinea,
And thrive on Spanish shores.
We seek success in Finland,
Are born and die in Maine.
In minor ways we differ,
In major we're the same.
I note the obvious differences
Between each sort and type,
But we are more alike, my friends,
Than we are unalike.
We are more alike, my friends,
Than we are unalike.
We are more alike, my friends,
Than we are unalike.
PSALM 146 (read responsively at the asterisk)
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul!*
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth,*
for there is no help in them.
When they breathe their last, they return to earth,*
and in that day their thoughts perish.
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help!*
whose hope is in the Lord their God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;*
who keeps his promise for ever;
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Who gives justice to those who are oppressed,*
And food to those who hunger.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind;*
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
The Lord loves the righteous;
the Lord cares for the stranger;*
The Lord sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.
The Lord shall reign for ever, *
Your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!
Philippians 2:1-5

SECOND READING

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete; be of the same mind, having
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition and
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to
your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ.
All who are able, stand as the Gospel Book is carried in procession.
Matthew 25:31-45

THE HOLY GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ
"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and the angels with him, then he will sit on the
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep
at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand,
'Come, you blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.' Then the
righteous will answer him, "Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?' And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it me,' Then he will say to
those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you
gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did
not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' Then they will answer,
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'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not take care of you?' Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me."
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ
SERMON
THE CREED (all in unison)

Tírechán's Creed (from The Patrician Texts from the Book of Armach
AD 670 (Dublin), Ludwig Bieler)

Our God is the God of all humans,
the God of heaven and earth,
the God of sea and rivers,
the God of the sun and moon,
the God of all the heavenly bodies,
the God of the lofty mountains,
the God of the lowly valleys.
God is above the heavens;
and he is beneath the heavens.
Heaven and earth and sea,
and everything that is in them,
such he has as his abode.
He inspires all things,
he gives life to all things,
he stands above all things,
and he stands beneath all things.
He enlightens the light of the sun,
he strengthens the light of the night and the stars,
he makes wells in the arid land and dry islands in the sea,
and he places the stars in the service of the greater lights.
He has a Son who is co-eternal with himself;
and similar in all respects to himself;
and neither is the Son younger than the Father,
nor is the Father older than the Son;
and the Holy Spirit breathes in them.
And the Father and the Son and Holy Spirit are inseparable.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, Master of the Universe, Creator of Our Entire Human
Family, fill us with delight in discovering the wonder of our many colors, the array of all our
shapes, sizes, and ages, the personhood of us all that is the Christ within. Keep us ever
mindful and respectful, that we are each the other to someone, when we step out of our own
and into another's comfort zone. May your Light radiate from our eyes, and our everyday
words and actions reflect always that we are more alike than unalike.
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O Lord, our God,
Our help, hope, and faith is in you.
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, empower us to hold fast, to not lose heart, to stand strong
for truth, mercy, and justice before the leaders of our World, our Country, and our
Community. Strengthen us to prod open the hearts of those blinded by selfish ambition,
political machinations, and all oppressive actions that do not reflect the mind of Christ in
them or in ourselves. We pray especially for: Joseph, our President; Kamala, our
Vice-President; Tom, Chris, and Lisa, our Members of Congress; John, our Governor; Matt,
our County Executive; and Mike, our Mayor.
O Lord, our God,
Our help, hope, and faith is in you.
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, comfort all who are burdened with serious illness,
addiction, and/or emotional distress, and grant energy and peace to those who give them care.
We now join our hearts together to pray for those in need…
O Lord, our God,
Our help, hope, and faith is in you.
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, in the midst of sorrow for our temporary loss, we find
love and consolation in your glorious welcome for those we cherish, now at peace in your
eternal kingdom. We pray especially for Jessie Leonard, Bart Nicholls, Devere Patton, Sr.,
Charles Simmis and Gwenita Walker.
O Lord, our God,
Our help, hope, and faith is in you.
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, we pause in this moment to offer you our other heartfelt
thanksgivings, intercessions, petitions, and memorials…
O Lord, our God,
Our help, hope, and faith is in you.
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, we ask your special blessings for all who are chosen and
anointed to show us by example of prayer, preaching, and humble compassion, how to share
in the Spirit in this life, and discover the Word that will lead us to you in the next. We pray
especially for: Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Kevin our Bishop; David, our Rector; Lloyd,
our Rector Emeritus; Emily, our Associate Priest, and Douglas, our Rabbi in Residence. We
also pray for The Extra-Provincial Churches and for St. Barnabas Church, Wilmington.
O Lord, our God,
Our help, hope, and faith is in you.
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The Celebrant adds the following prayer.
O Blessed God of the Hungry and the Privileged, Lord of those raised high and those laid
low, grant us the joyful yet solemn awareness that we bear within us the very substance of
your Incarnate Son. Open our souls to sing your praise as long as we live, for you who
brought our common humanity and all else in the heavens and on Earth into being, and keeps
your promise forever. We ask through the Compassion of Jesus our Christ, and the Wisdom
of the Holy Spirit, who live and reign with you as One God, every day, every way, always,
and forever. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY
“Shalom Rav”
Kimberly Doucette, soloist

*ANTHEM

Music by Meir Finkelstein
Text from “Gates of Repentence”

(Translation from the Hebrew)
Grant abundant peace over Israel, Your people, forever.
For You are the sovereign source of all peace.
So may it be good in Your eyes to bless Your people Israel
in every season and in every hour with Your peace.
Blessed are You, Adonai,
Who blesses His people Israel with peace.
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

From Mass in E; Music by Jeffrey Smith
Tune: © 1990, Morningstar Music Publications/Birnamwood Publications
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-734763. All rights reserved.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Eucharistic Prayer C
Book of Common Prayer p. 369

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed
your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
SANCTUS - S 114

Music by Healey Willan
Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.
©Copyright 2021 Church Publishing Incorporated, 19 East 34th St, New York, NY 10016

The Celebrant continues:
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and
the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to
his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel
and Leah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the
world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for
strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from
generation to generation.
*AMEN (all singing)

Missa de Angelis

Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.
©Copyright 2021 Church Publishing Incorporated, 19 East 34th St, New York, NY 10016

THE LORD’S PRAYER (contemporary)

BCP 364

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
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For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia
INVITATION (all in unison)
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.
It is made ready for those who seek him, those who love him,
and those who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith,
and you who have little, or are questioning faith.
Come, you who have been here often,
and you who have not been for a long time or ever before.
Come, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
It is Christ who invites you to be known, fed, and loved here.
Behold what you are.
May we become what we receive.
HYMN # 395

“Creating God, your finger trace”

King

1 Creating God, your fingers trace
the bold designs of farthest space;
let sun and moon and stars and light
and what lies hidden praise your might.
2 Sustaining God, your hands uphold
earth's mysteries known or yet untold;
let water's fragile blend with air,
enabling life, proclaim your care.
3 Redeeming God, your arms embrace
all those oppressed for creed or race;
let peace, descending like a dove,
make known on earth your healing love.
4 Indwelling God, your gospel claims
one family with a billion names;
let every life be touched by grace
until we praise you face to face.
Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.
©Copyright 2021 Church Publishing Incorporated, 19 East 34th St, New York, NY 10016
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER (said by all)
O Loving Creator, you have nourished us from the grain and from the vine, the bread and
cup of Christ. Now send us forth prompted by your Spirit to listen for the Earth’s many
cries for justice, and to stand with you in the world as instruments for the healing of our
planet; we pray in Christ’s most sacred name. Amen.
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER
Most Generous Creator, we give you thanks and praise for your constant presence as we
seek to fulfill Christ's Mission and Ministry as the living members of his Body in his holy
Church. In gratitude for the blessings of this life, we pledge our prayers, our abilities, and
our labors to your service each day, to transform and expand the Gospel message to all we
meet, dedicating our efforts to the honor and reverence due your Sacred Name. Amen.
BLESSING
HYMN # 217

“He’s got the whole world in his hand”
1 He’s got the whole world in His hand. (4x)
2 He’s got you and me sister in His hand...
3 He’s got you and me brother in His hand...
4 He’s got the pretty little baby in His hand...
5 He’s got everybody here in His hand...
Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.
©Copyright 2021 Church Publishing Incorporated, 19 East 34th St, New York, NY 10016

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
Drumming Circle

VOLUNTARY
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PARTICIPANTS
Clergy:

The Rev. David T. Andrews, Jr., Celebrant
Rabbi Douglas Krantz, Preacher

Reader:

Linda Whitehead (8:00 a.m.)
Patricia Hampton (10:30 a.m.)

Acolyte:

Anthony Jones
Silas Harrison

Crucifer:

Silas Harrison

Liturgical Assistant:

D-L Casson

Ushers:

Eudel Drain

Altar Guild:
Music:

Barbara Henry
Sopranos and Altos of the SsAM Choir
Kimberly Doucette, Soloist
David Christopher, Organist and Director of Music
The SsAM Drumming Circle
Jonathan Whitney, Leader

Live stream Technician:

William Landis

Prayers of the People
written by Christina Brennan Lee
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