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Our Second Zoom Conversation about Racism, Sunday August 9th at 11:00AM: 

 
Speaking of Freedom, a letter to the Episcopal Church by the Rev’s Winnie Varghese, 

Stephanie Spellers and Kelly Douglas 
 

Canon Casson, Rabbi Krantz and I are planning for our next parish wide zoom conversation 
about racism.  The link for this conversation may be found at the end of this reflection.  In early 
July, three Episcopal women clergy of color wrote a letter to the church entitled, Speaking of 
Freedom, a letter to the Episcopal Church.  You may find the link to the letter and the video at 
the following link: https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2020/07/06/female-church-leaders-
of-color-urge-more-anti-racism-action-in-open-letter/ 
 
I think you will agree this is a more powerful witness and invitation to the Episcopal Church 
than to simply draft and vote on General Convention resolutions about racial injustice.  Winnie, 
Stephanie and Kelly invite the Church to act and not remain silent in the midst of what is 
happening in our country today.  The three of us plan to show the video on the SsAM call on 
August 9th and then, as before, break into small groups for twenty minutes and then come back 
as a large group to share insights.  As we did the first time, please invite friends to join us on 
this call.  We hope that  for the zoom call in September, Bebe Coker will be our guest presenter.  
If you have time to read the letter or watch the video please do so but we will watch the video 
together on August 9th.   
 
The first conversation was a powerful example of how we as a community can engage a difficult 
conversation in a way that creates space for folks to listen and share what is on their hearts.  
The late Henri Nouwen, a Roman Catholic priest and author in his book, Reaching Out: The 
Three Movements of the Spiritual Life, says the following about creating a safe space for these 
difficult conversations to happen: 
 

“…is the movement by which our hostilities can be converted into hospitality.  It is there that 
our changing relationship to ourself can be brought to fruition in an ever-changing relationship 
to our fellow human beings.  It is there that our reaching out to our innermost being can lead to 

reaching out to the many strangers whom we meet on our way through life.” 
 

We hope you will join us on Sunday, August 9th at 11:00am. 
 
Peace, 
 
Fr. David  
 
  

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2020/07/06/female-church-leaders-of-color-urge-more-anti-racism-action-in-open-letter/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2020/07/06/female-church-leaders-of-color-urge-more-anti-racism-action-in-open-letter/


The information for the zoom call is below: 
 
Topic: August 9, 2020 
Time: Aug 9, 2020 11:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88073871322?pwd=Zkw2Zk5GQ2RZY2ZzZEF3KzQyZzlSUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 880 7387 1322 
Passcode: 087390 
 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)  - SsAM folks who are calling in – use this number 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 880 7387 1322 
Passcode: 087390 

 

 


