
SOC II - October 21st – Our Planet Earth 
 
Reading #1: Quotes from the Pope’s Encyclical on Ecology, 2015 
Laudato Si”, On Care for our Common Home…on humanity’s relationship with the Earth 
 
“[The earth] now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our 
irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. 
 
We have forgotten that we ourselves are dust of the earth; our very bodies are made up of her 
elements, we breathe her air and e receive life and refreshment from her waters. 
 
Nature cannot be regarded as something separate from ourselves or as a mere setting in which 
we live. We are part of nature, included in it and thus in constant interaction with it. 
 
Today, the analysis of environmental problems cannot be separated from the analysis of 
human, family, work-related and urban contexts, nor from how individuals related to 
themselves, which leads in turn to how they relate to others and to the environment.” 
 
Psalm 104 (1-5, 14-15, 24-27, 31-33)  revised version for SOC II  
 
Bless the LORD, O my soul; * 
    O LORD my God, how excellent is your greatness! 
    you are clothed with majesty and splendor. 
  
You wrap yourself with light as with a cloak * 
    and spread out the heavens like a curtain. 
  
You lay the beams of your chambers in the waters above; * 
    you make the clouds your chariot; 
    you ride on the wings of the wind. 
  



You make the winds your messengers * 
    and flames of fire your servants. 
  
You have set the earth upon its foundations, * 
    so that it never shall move at any time. 
 
You make grass grow for flocks and herds * 
    and plants to serve mankind; 
   
That they may bring forth food from the earth, * 
    and wine to gladden our hearts, 
 
Man goes forth to his work * 
    and to his labor until the evening. 
   
   
O LORD, how manifold are your works! * 
    in wisdom you have made them all; 
    the earth is full of your creatures. 
  
Yonder is the great and wide sea 
with its living things too many to number, * 
    creatures both small and great. 
   
There move the ships, 
and there is that Leviathan, * 
    which you have made for the sport of it. 
 
You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
    and so you renew the face of the earth. 
   
May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; * 
    may the LORD rejoice in all his works. 
   
He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
    he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

 
 
Reading #2: Job 12:7-10 
7 “But ask the animals, and they will teach you; 

    the birds of the air, and they will tell you; 
8 ask the plants of the earth,[a] and they will teach you; 

    and the fish of the sea will declare to you. 
9 Who among all these does not know 

    that the hand of the LORD has done this? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+12%3A7-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-13137a


10 In his hand is the life of every living thing 

    and the breath of every human being. 

 
Mark 10:35-45 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you want me 
to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your 
left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able 
to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They 
replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with 
the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my 
left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
 
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called them and 
said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers 
lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but 
whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be 
first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life a ransom for many. 
 


