
SOC VI - November 18th – Our Role as Stewards 

Reading #1: Deuteronomy (26: 1a,2,4,8-11) 

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to 
possess, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from 
the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place 
that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. When the priest takes the basket 
from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this 
response before the Lord your God: “The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and 
an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he 
brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I 
bring the first of the fruit of the ground, that you, O Lord, have given me.” You shall set it down 
before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God. Then you, together with 
the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the 
Lord your God has given you and to your house.  Our Role as Stewards  

Psalm 116: 10-17  
 

How shall I repay the Lord*  
     for all the good things he has done for me?  
 
I will lift up the cup of salvation *  
     and call upon the Name of the Lord.  
 
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord*  
     in the presence of all his people.  
 
Precious in the sight of the Lord*  
     is the death of his servants.  
 
O Lord, I am your servant; *  
     I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  
     you have freed me from my bonds.  
 
I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  
     and call upon the Name of the Lord.  
 
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord*  
     in the presence of all his people,  
 
In the courts of the Lord’s house, *  
     in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  
     Hallelujah!   



 
Reading #2: A READING FROM PRESIDING BISHOP JOHN E. HINES 
 
What I hope for has little to do with growth in communicant strength, though I would rejoice at 
a multitude of conversions possessing integrity. This has little to do with bigger budgets, 
nothing to do with maintaining a respected place with the carriage-trade clientele of our 
society. I hope for a witnessing community of unquestioned integrity. It may - in the future, this 
Church of ours - be an even smaller Church because of its witness; less powerful, and less 
influential - as a secular society gauges power and influence. For the essential question is not, 
“How shall the Episcopal Church grow?” - but rather, “How can the Episcopal Church be 
faithful?”For that is the heritage worth sacrificing for - worth passing on to our children and 
grandchildren. God forbid that they should come to a time and place unashamed of the Gospel, 
but ashamed of us. 

Kenneth Kesselus,  John E. Hines, from Farewell Sermon in Granite on Fire, Episcopal 
Theological Seminary of the Southwest, Austin, 1995. Bishop Hines served as the 22nd Presiding 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church from 1965-1973 

Who praise my beauty and grace. 
From the Black Book of Carmantehm, early Welsh. 
 

Matthew 7:7-11 
 
7 “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for 
you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened. 9 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, 
will give a stone? 10 Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? 11 If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give 
good things to those who ask him! 
 


