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The Enchanted Land of Fierce Landscapes 

 
This week, I have been in New Mexico as a member of the 2018 cohort of the 
Living School.  To learn more about the Living School please visit the cac.org web 
site.   
 
When I began the program last summer, I did not expect or anticipate the 
reaction I would have when I arrived in New Mexico.  I had never been before and 
I thought that it would be too hot and too far away.  I did not expect to fall in love 
with the state and the topography of the land.  I remember disembarking the 
plane in Albuquerque and feeling my shoulders relax and I felt a lightness of 
being.  Even though I had never been before, I felt I had come home.   
 
For me, New Mexico is a thin place where heaven and earth are one.  I 
experienced this thin place as we drove from Albuquerque to Santa Fe and 
watched with awe at the desert landscape and the sun on the mountains. I was 
struck by the light on the mountains and how that light changed within minutes.  
The cloud formations also were amazing and changed as often as the light did.   
 
Life in New Mexico is not easy as there is a great deal of poverty and, like many 
places around the country, there is a serious opioid problem. For me New Mexico 
is special.  I do not mean to romanticize the beauty of the state, but there is 
something about being there that invites me to relax, to let down my defenses 
and to put aside all my baggage and just be.  For me, that is where God dwells and 
where I am most open to a deeper understanding of God's love for me.  In the 
fierceness of the landscape -- there are no illusions. 
 
So where are your fierce landscapes where you know the love of God in a deeper 
way?  Where, and with whom, can you be most vulnerable and with what leads 
you to a deeper understanding of who you are? Where do you best understand 
who the other person is without prejudice or illusion? I invite you to ponder these 
questions and to meet with me when I return in late August. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. David+ 

http://cac.org/

