
 
 

 

Prayers for Our Lives Together 
 

 

Wednesday, June 15, 2016 
5:30 p.m. 

 
Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, let me stand, 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 
Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light, 
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me on. 
 
When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near, 
When my life is almost gone; 
Hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand, lest I fall, 
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me on. 
 
When the darkness appears and the night draws near, 
And the day is past and gone; 
At the river I stand, Guide my feet, hold my hand, 
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me on. 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR LIVES TOGETHER 

 

Welcome:  The Rev. David T. Andrews Jr., Rector 

Leader: Giver of Life and Love, you created all people as one family and called us to live together 
in harmony and peace. Surround us with your love as we face the challenges and 
tragedies of gun violence. 

 
God of hope, we come to you in shock, grief and confusion as we remember the people 
of Orlando whose place of safety was violated. 

 
 (silence) 
 
HYMN # 106 (LEVAS II)  “Precious Lord, take my hand” 

(words are found on the front cover of the service leaflet) 
 
Leader:  We pray for all the faithful departed:   

Alejandro Barrios Martinez 
Angel L. Candelario-Padro 
Anthony Luis Laureanodisla 
Antonio Davon Brown 
Christopher Andrew Leinonen 
Christopher Joseph Sanfeliz 
Cory James Connell 
Darryl Roman Burt II 
Deonka Deidra Drayton 
Eric Ivan Ortiz-Rivera 
Frank Hernandez 
Franky Jimmy Dejesus Velazquez 
Geraldo A. Ortiz-Jimenez 
Gilberto Ramon Silva Menendez 
Jason Benjamin Josaphat 
Jean C. Nives Rodriguez 
Jerald Arthur Wright 

Joel Rayon Paniagua 
Juan Chevez-Martinez 
Juan P. Rivera Velazquez 
Leroy Valentin Fernandez 
Luis Daniel Conde 
Martin Benitez Torres 
Mercedez Marisol Flores 
Miguel Angel Honorato 
Omar Mateen 
Oscar A. Aracena-Montero 
Paul Terrell Henry 
Peter O. Gonzalez-Cruz 
Rodolfo Ayala-Ayala 
Shane Evan Tomlinson 
Simon Adrian Carrillo Fernandez 
Xavier Emmanuel Serrano Rosado 
Yilmary Rodriguez Sulivan

 
    

(silence) 

 

 

 



3 
 

 

For our dear ones, for our neighbors, for strangers and aliens, and those known to you alone, Loving God, 

Make us instruments of your peace. 

God of Righteousness, you have given our leaders, especially Barack, our President, the members of Congress, 
the judges of our courts and members of our legislatures, power and responsibility to protect us and to uphold 
our right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

For all who bear such responsibility, for all who struggle to discern what is right in the face of powerful 
political forces, Loving God, 

Make us instruments of your peace. 

God of Compassion, we give you thanks for first responders, for police officers, firefighters and EMTs, and all 
those whose duties bring them to the streets, the lobbies, the malls and the homes where the carnage of gun 
violence takes place day after day. Give them courage and sound judgment in the heat of the moment and 
grant them compassion for the victims. 

For our brothers and sisters who risk their lives and their serenity as they rush to our aid, Loving God, 

Make us instruments of your peace. 

Merciful God, bind up the wounds of all who suffer from gun violence, those maimed and disfigured, those left 
alone and grieving, and those who struggle to get through one more day. Bless them with your presence and 
help them find hope. 

For all whose lives are forever marked by the scourge of gun violence, Loving God, 

Make us instruments of your peace. 

God Who Remembers, may we not forget those who have died in the gun violence that we have allowed to 
become routine. Receive them into your heart and comfort us with your promise of eternal love and care. 

For all who have died, those who die today, and those who will die tomorrow, Loving God, 

Make us instruments of your peace. 

God of Justice, help us, your church, find our voice. Empower us to change this broken world and to protest 
the needless deaths caused by gun violence. Give us power to rise above our fear that nothing can be done 
and grant us the conviction to advocate for change. 

For your dream of love and harmony, Loving God, 

Make us instruments of your peace. 

All this we pray in the name of the One who offered his life so that we might live, Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

Litany written by the Rt. Rev. Stephen T. Lane, Episcopal Bishop of Maine 
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PERIOD OF PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

After a period of silence, you are invited to offer your own prayers and reflections 

PSALM  42 (All in unison) 

As the deer longs for the water-brooks, 
   so my soul longs for you, O God. 
My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; 
when shall I come to appear before the    
   presence of God? 
My tears have been my food day and night, 
   while all day long they say to me, 
"Where now is your God?" ... 
I will say to the God of my strength, 
"Why have you forgotten me? 
and why do I go heavily while the enemy   
   oppresses me?" 
While my bones are being broken, 
   my enemies mock me to my face. 
All day long they mock me 
   and say to me, "Where now is your God? 
Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul?  
   and why are you so disquieted within me? 
Put your trust in God; 
   for I will yet give thanks to him, 
who is the help of my countenance, and my 
    God. [Ps 42: 1-3, 11-15] 

 
(silence) 

 
Leader:  There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 

female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's 
offspring, heirs according to the promise. [Galatians 3:28-29] 

 
ALL: O God, since there is no distinction between us, in you we are all one. Empower us to break 

down the barriers that still divide us, so that we may work in harmony with each other and 

with you. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING 

 

 


