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Welcome
to Saints
Andrew &
Matthew
The Episcopal Church of Saints Andrew &
Matthew (SsAM) is a nurturing faith community
born out of the 1996 consolidation of two downtown churches. This multi-racial congregation
welcomes all people who seek the love of God
without regard to ability, age, economic circumstance, ethnic background, family configuration,
gender, nationality, or sexual orientation.
Vision Statement
The Episcopal Church of Saints Andrew &
Matthew seeks to be a dynamic, spiritual center
that is active in the pursuit of peace and justice in
the community and a place where all God’s people
are honored.
Mission Statement
To be an inclusive Christian community that
worships God, follows Christ in all aspects of our
lives, and serves the greater Wilmington area
through actions and ministries that promote
peace, justice, reconciliation, and empowerment
for all people.
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In 2014, a large group of pilgrims visited the Holy Land. Here they are on the Sunday before their departure, just after
they had received a blessing from Fr. David, who then joined them on the pilgrimage.

How We See Ourselves

Our Major Goals

Great history, exciting future.

Expand diversity and increase
opportunities for cross-cultural
interaction.

Meeting the challenges and opportunities
of an urban location.
Varied and spirit-filled liturgy and music.
Joyful worship environment.
Strong outreach programs and community
collaboration.

BELOW:

Encourage youth and young families,
with welcome to all ages.
Continue our outreach to the needy
and the community.
Promote spiritual growth of
congregation.

A recent visit to SsAM by the Rt. Rev. Wayne Wright, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Delaware.

The Rev.
David T.
Andrews Jr.,
Rector
Dear Friends,
When you ask
anyone in and outside the walls of the
Episcopal Church
of Saints Andrew
and Matthew about
SsAM, you will be
impressed by the
number of words and phrases expressed by parishioners and visitors: radical hospitality, inclusive,
diverse, beautiful liturgy, powerful music, creative,
passionate, care for the poor and the homeless,
genuine and authentic faith, oasis from the world,
and God’s love is found and expressed here. These
are just a few of the words and phrases people use
to describe SsAM and there are many more.
It is a pleasure to introduce you to the parish
with this publication and I hope that as you read
and look at the many pictures and review the
many ministries that happen here, that you will
consider visiting us so we can warmly welcome
you and introduce ourselves to you in person.
In 2016, we will celebrate our 20th year of
being a parish and there is much to be thankful
for. We are a parish that enjoys learning from one
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another and being together on Sunday morning
for worship, fellowship and study. It is easy to
feel this love at Sunday services. You can feel it in
the opening welcome, in the exchange of the
Peace, in the sharing of community, and finally
in the dismissal to go forth in God’s abiding love
to the world.
We strongly affirm and work on being a diverse
and inclusive parish. We strive to include all
points of view and to respect differences of opinion. We are a people at prayer and we encourage
everyone to pray for one another through the
week and on Sunday morning. This emphasis on
prayer extends to the city of Wilmington, the
nation, and the world.
There are many ways to become a member of
SsAM. Every member of the clergy and vestry is
prepared to share with you his or her own experience of this faith community. If you are new to
the Episcopal Church, you will not be alone; we
are ready to help “carry” you through our worship
service so you may feel included.
Welcome to SsAM! I invite you to share your
own words and phrases about your experience
here. I look forward to meeting you and being
able to introduce you to this parish and hope that
you will return and become a part of SsAM.
Let us bless the Lord!
Faithfully,
The Rev. David T. Andrews Jr.

Members of Youth and
Young Families light the
Advent candles.
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History
The Episcopal Church of Saints Andrew and
Matthew is a unique parish formed in 1996 from
the union of two historic Episcopal churches in
Wilmington, Delaware—one with a mostly white
membership, the other mostly black.
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, the second
Episcopal congregation in Wilmington, was founded
in 1829. Located at 8th and Shipley Streets, the
building is now SsAM’s home and encompasses
half a city block. Alfred Lee
was elected Bishop of
Delaware in 1841 and became rector of St. Andrew’s
in 1842. He served in both
positions until his death in
1887. In the 1940s and early
’50s, St. Andrew’s had 1800
members and its rectors regularly went on to become
bishops. In the late 1950s
The Rt. Rev. Alfred Lee
and ’60s, it was seriously
affected by white flight from Wilmington and, by
1992, membership had fallen to fewer than 100
people.
The early history of St. Matthew’s Episcopal
Church is rooted in the Robert Smith Sunday
School, which Bishop Lee established in 1845 and
whose 40 members met in St. Andrew’s lower
level. The Sunday School, supported by Bishop
Lee, continued to exist until the St. Matthew’s
congregation was established in1891. Its building
at 7th and Walnut Streets was built in 1950 when
the parish was still a mission of the diocese. The

News Journal clipping from September 14, 1996.

Rev. Quintin E. Primo, Jr., called as vicar in 1963,
led the congregation in attaining parish status in
February 1968. Fr. Primo was later elected as Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese of Chicago and as
the interim bishop of Delaware 1985–86. By
1990, St. Matthew’s had twice as many congregants as St. Andrew’s, but a much smaller physical
plant and a limited budget.
The two churches were located three blocks from
each other, and members from both worked together
to help the homeless. In 1991, the two congregations began discussing the possibility of consolidating. The congregations began worshipping together
on a trial basis in 1993 and, although the consolidation process was not always smooth, in 1996 the
two congregations voted and decided to consolidate.
On April 26, 1996, at the 211th Diocesan Convention, the two churches were officially combined.
The Rt. Rev. C. Cabell Tennis, Bishop of the Diocese of Delaware, graciously allowed Bishop Primo
to officially receive the new Episcopal Church of Sts.
Andrew and Matthew. A few weeks later, the new
congregation marched from the 7th and Walnut
sanctuary, carrying ecclesiastical furnishings, to the
church at 8th and Shipley.
The Reverend Canon
Lloyd S. Casson was elected
the first rector of the new
church in 1997. Casson was
uniquely qualified, having
served as curate and associate at St. Andrew’s and later
as rector of St. Matthew’s.
He retired in 2008 and now
serves as Rector Emeritus. The Rev. Canon
In the fall of 2011, the
Lloyd S. Casson
decision was made to close
the Cathedral of St. John’s at Concord and Market
Sts. in Wilmington. After much discussion, many
of the Cathedral parishioners transferred to SsAM
in 2012 and they have become active members
supporting SsAM with the gifts of their time, talent
and treasure, including serving on the Vestry, worshipping and participating in Sunday and other
services and acting as office volunteers when
needed.
As you can tell by this history of SsAM, the
Holy Spirit has been at work. As we approach our
20th year, it is safe to say that the Holy Spirit is
still at work in the church through every member
of SsAM. There is much to be done and much to
look forward to over the next twenty years. We’ve
come this far by faith and by faith God will lead us
to continue to grow into a community of disciples.
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The SsAM Drumming Circle,
led by our artist-in-residence
Jonathan Whitney, has become
an exciting part of our music
program involving members of
our parish as well as participants
from the community.
Jonathan’s nurturing and
spiritual approach to drumming
welcomes drummers of all ages
and abilities. The group
frequently performs for events in
the community in addition to
participating in liturgies at
SsAM with preludes,
processionals, and postludes.

Worship Style and Services
SsAM draws from the richness of our diverse
heritages in celebrative liturgy and music, innovative programming and a deep involvement in the
life of our community. While our worship experience is unique, it is by no means happenstance.
Rather, it has evolved out of a highly intentional
process. We consider ourselves grounded in Episcopal traditions, but not confined by them.
In addition to Rite II in the Book of Common
Prayer, SsAM uses a variety of liturgies, including
Rite I, the New Zealand prayer book, “Season of Creation” liturgy, contemporary and inclusive language.
We have a well-developed, highly valued music
program that offers a broad repertoire of multicultural music during church services, Evensong,
and other special events. This includes different instruments and styles and the Lift Every Voice and
Sing hymnal. While choral music is an important
part of our liturgy, we give the greatest importance
to the music sung by the congregation.
We worship actively and inclusively, responding
warmly to music, passing the peace with enthusiasm, and energetically welcoming newcomers.
We see the priest as spiritual leader, someone
who teaches from the Bible to make it meaningful
to us today.

SsAM has three Sunday worship services: the
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. services in the sanctuary, and
a second 8:00 a.m. service in the chapel, led by lay
people, attended by many who attend the 7:00 a.m.
Sunday Breakfast Outreach program. A healing
service is celebrated Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.

SsAM has an extensive music program that includes many
excellent ensembles. The SsAM Adult Choir and Choral
Scholars (professional octet) sing at most parish services,
and are often joined by the St. Cecilia Girls’ Choir
(pictured above). Other groups include an informal
Summer Choir and the ECW Singers as well as the
Community Drumming Circle led by Jonathan Whitney.
For details about the music program, please visit the music
pages of the SsAM website (www.ssam.org).
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ABOVE :

Acolytes and Lay Eucharistic Ministers at Easter Vigil, 2015, with the Rev. David Andrews at right.

Lay Ministries and Committees
Members who volunteer are integral to SsAM’s
identity. Our ministries and committees include:
• Acolytes & Eucharistic Ministers
• Adult Choir
• Adult Education
• Altar Guild
• Apostles in Ministry
• ArtSlam
• Chapel Outreach
• Coffee Hour/Hospitality
• Community Advocacy
• Drumming Circle
• Environmental Justice
• Episcopal Church Women
• Finance
• Lectors
• Membership Development
• Music
• Office Volunteers
• Pastoral Care

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Personnel
Property
Regal Heights Nursing Center
Social Media
Stewardship
St. Cecilia Girls’ Choir
Sunday Breakfast Outreach
Sunday School
Ushers
Worship and Liturgy
Youth & Young Families

Staff Members
• Rector
• Associate Priest
• Rector Emeritus
• Director of Music / Associate for Liturgy
• Parish Administrator
• Executive Assistant to the Rector
• Administrative Assistant
• Sextons
• Nursery Assistants
BELOW:

Annual Church Picnic
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Outreach

PHOTO:

At our annual meeting in 2014, we gathered in front of the altar for a group portrait.

At SsAM there is an awareness of our need
to share Christ’s love with the world and of our
responsibility to those in need. The result has been
a history of compassion and care for people, as well
as leadership in organizations that provide outreach
and work for social justice in the wider community.
Although parishioners at SsAM are encouraged
to engage in a wide variety of ministries, a major
emphasis is to address the needs of the homeless.
These activities include:
Andrew’s Place—provides winter sanctuary
to homeless men, done in partnership with
Friendship House, a local non-profit Christian
organization.
Women’s Day Center—provides
networking and counseling during the week, also
in partnership with Friendship House.
Sunday Breakfast Outreach—Provides
facilities and volunteers for Sunday breakfast that
feeds 120 or more people weekly, a cooperative
venture with other churches and Friendship
House.
Regal Heights Ministry—The fourth
Sunday of each month, we share our faith and
love by assisting residents of this skilled nursing
center to take part in a Holy Communion service.

Bi-Weekly AIM (Apostles in Mission)
offering—used to assist outreach through small

grants. Administered by the Community Advocacy
Committee, funds are used for pastoral care needs,
scholarships, grants to Episcopal Relief and
Development, and in support of local outreach.
Programs that receive funds through AIM or the
church budget include Pacem in Terris, which
works for justice and peace, and organizations that
provide assistance to the homeless, disenfranchised,
and young people, such as Friendship House, St.
Michael’s School, Delaware Futures, Sojourners’
Place, and Faith Center.
Outreach to Prisoners—provides caring
assistance through the Thresholds mentoring
program and to families of prisoners through the
Angel Tree project at Christmas.
SsAM provides space to several
community groups, including Alcoholics

Anonymous, a men’s shelter and women’s drop-in
center, use of the kitchen for the Sunday breakfast,
Code Purple hospitality, Pacem in Terris events,
dinners for various agencies, and training sessions.
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Youth, Children, Families
Child Care

Child care is provided for children younger
than five.
Sunday School

Sunday School begins at 10:15 a.m. on Sundays
from September through May. Children ages 312 are introduced to the Godly Play curriculum.
Godly Play recognizes that children have an
innate sense of the presence of God and need the
right language to help them identify and express it
so it can be explored and strengthened. The Godly
Play approach teaches classical Christian language
in a way that enhances the child’s authentic experience of God so it can contribute to the creative
life of the child and the world.
Camp Arrowhead

Sponsored by the Diocese of Delaware, this is a
camp for youth entering third through eleventh
grades. The camp experience enriches young people’s relationships with one another, nature and
God. Campers develop their sense of adventure
and spiritual awareness as they participate in the
activities, outdoor life and community of camp.
The camp website is www.CampArrowhead.net.
Stewardship
Stewardship is about everything we do after we
say “I Believe.” This is very true at SsAM. Members give generously of their time, talent and their
treasure (Financial Pledges that support the parish
budget). Examples of this generosity are on display throughout this booklet.
A powerful example of the generosity of
SsAM members was their commitment to a
capital campaign that began in 2011. Thanks to
this generosity, two years later we dedicated an
upgraded kitchen, now named for the late James
Thomas. From it we serve breakfast on Sunday
mornings to more than 150 of our neediest neighbors. Also, in 2016, we will dedicate a new parish
pipe organ to our beloved member, the late Dr.
Katherine Esterly.
These shining examples show how SsAM is
moving forward to be a place of hope where folks
can come and see the power of God's love to the
world in action and in worship.

Sunday School for Grades 3–8: children dramatize a
Godly Play story with wooden figures.
Youth & Young Families

The goal of Youth and Young Families (YYF) is
to nurture our youth through service, faith, and
fun. YYF is a growing whirlwind of young parishioners including the 9-12 year old pre-teens, the
13-17 year old teens, and the adult leaders.
In the past, for example, the group prepared
dinner for the homeless men who live at Andrews
Place. They worked hard in 2015 to plan and raise
money for a mission trip to Jamaica. The parish
often sees young adults attending Sunday services.
Parents play a pivotal role in providing guidance
and assistance, planning and support.
The Youth and Young Families of SsAM continue to “Pay It Forward.”

Canon Casson Scholarship Program

Every year, the Community Advocacy Committee
sponsors $500 scholarships for students entering college and those who are already enrolled. The scholarship program is open to members who attend SsAM.

Donations Made Easy

Our church depends upon the pledges of its
members to support the many programs and outreach ministries of the parish. As an alternative to
cash or checks, we encourage automatic debits
by credit card and from bank accounts, as a single
transaction or regular periodic debits. Please contact the church office at (302) 656-6628 for details.

United Way of Delaware

United Way donors should “write-in” our
name and full address, or use our code number
11593 on their United Way of Delaware Pledge
Form in the Specific Care area.
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In Our Own Voices
“Working with the homeless population has
taught me about love and sharing God’s love with
others. It has brought me closer to God, and I feel
humbled and blessed.”
“I see church as God’s House filled with a
diverse community—a big family that embraces
ALL in God’s love. A ‘hospital for sinners’ rather
than a meeting place just for saints. Church as a
place where spirituality is hospitality and our
community extends welcome and shelter to ALL.
A place where we can receive God’s healing grace,
be changed by it, and then offer healing back to
the world.”
“My hope is that we continue to grow with our
ministry to become a light in the community and
that we continue to attract people from all walks
of life and other denominations that are seeking
somewhere to feel the transformation of the Spirit
and become something brand new…. Let’s not go
backwards or fall into complacency.”
“Through the healing service I found strength,
courage, and peace in facing my breast cancer.
I will forever be thankful for that. It was available
when it was needed.”
“I was deeply involved as a St. Andrew’s member in the uniting of the two churches and it was
one of the most exciting times of my life, though
very hard at times I am filled with joy now.”
“My reasons for supporting this particular
church in Wilmington (and I did attend several
before I made my choice) are: 1) the warmth of

Annual Church Picnic

the congregation; 2) the superiority of the music
program, and; 3) the thought-provoking messages
from the pulpit and the variety of activities.”
“Community involvement, mission are important. However, the main reason I attend is to offer
worship to God and to feel the Spirit in our worship, to be strengthened for the week ahead….
I feel a sense of connection with the people of the
congregation.”
“Diversity is a fruit of the Spirit of our church.
Spirituality stems from the continuing work of
diversity that was brought about by the union of
St. Matthew’s and St. Andrew’s. It is a truly unique
phenomenon that continues to offer unlimited
possibilities.”
“Youth & Young Families has been a great support for my children and extremely flexible with
their schedules. They also get to interact with a
different set of teens than they usually are around.
I also enjoy the adult education sessions and look
forward to increasing my attendance.”
“In terms of an institutional image in the community, SsAM has that. Also, that we greet and
care for each other on Sunday mornings is heartening, and we get visitors coming back because
they left with such a ‘good feeling’ about worshiping with us.”
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Our Space

Altar during candlelight service (above) and (below) Auditorium at our 2015 Annual Meeting

Our property in downtown Wilmington, Delaware is located on the corner of 8th and Shipley
Streets. The Sanctuary and parish house consist of
two floors and a basement and is handicapped
accessible via an elevator. The building includes a
Sanctuary with a capacity of 300 people, and a
chapel which can hold 30.
A large meeting room with a stage can hold up
to 50 people seated auditorium style and is also
used as a rehearsal room by our choir. We have an
office area with two offices and a receptionist area,
a commercially-licensed kitchen and an auditorium with a stage that can seat up to 175 people.

The second floor includes a meeting room, restrooms, an education suite, and a nursery. It is also
the home of the Cathedral Choir School of
Delaware, an active after-school program for children and teens. Please visit www.CCSDE.org.
The basement houses a dedicated Alcoholics
Anonymous room that is used 6 days a week.
There is also a 22-bed men’s shelter operated
nightly September through June. That same area is
operated daily as a woman’s drop-in center by the
non-profit Friendship House, Inc.
Adjacent to the church we own a parking lot
that is leased and operated by Colonial Parking.
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Our City and Region
Wilmington is a city of 72,000 residents
located in the center of a metropolitan area of
650,000 people. It is rich in culture, history, and
things to do. The city is midway between New
York City and Washington, DC, and only 25
miles from Philadelphia. The Pocono Mountains
and ocean beaches are only 90 minutes away.
Wilmington is located in the beautiful Brandywine Valley, which is noted for museums, cultural
and historical institutions, including Longwood
Gardens, Winterthur Museum, Delaware Art Museum, and sports teams. Delaware is known for
tax-free shopping, and Wilmington is home to
many financial institutions. The Christiana Riverfront area is being developed and parks for recreation abound.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:

Winterthur’s Point-to-Point;
Hanby Trust; Italian Festival; Rehoboth Beach;
Brandywine Valley horse country; Delaware countryside.
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Bishop Wright’s annual visit to SsAM is often an occasion for baptisms.

Our Diocese
The Diocese of Delaware, organized in 1784,
includes the entire state. The Right Rev. Wayne P.
Wright became its tenth bishop in 1998. Nearly
11,000 parishioners worship in 35 congregations
throughout the state.
The Diocese benefits from two special facilities:
• The Felix DuPont Memorial House is a retreat
and conference center in Rehoboth Beach.
• Camp Arrowhead serves boys and girls aged 8–
17 during the summer; the rest of the year, the
facility is a retreat center for family, church,
and other groups.
The Diocese maintains a website, www.Diocese
ofDelaware.net. Its monthly newspaper, the
Delaware Communion, can be picked up at SsAM
and is also available in electronic form on the
diocesan website.

Design and photos by Danny Schweers.

In Closing
We hope that you have found this introduction
to the Episcopal Church of Saints Andrew and
Matthew informative and that you will come visit
us on a Sunday moning for any of our three worship services—8:00 a.m. chapel service, 8:00 a.m.
contemplative celebration of the holy Eucharist
and the 10:30 a.m. celebration of the Holy
Eucharist with music. When you visit, you will
be warmly welcomed by an usher and other
parishioners. Please make a point to meet me
before you leave.
This resource only gives you a small flavor of
what SsAM is, but we feel that if you decide to
visit, you will feel the warmth of God’s love as it is
expressed in our welcome, our worship in our
singing praise to God and in our fellowship with
one another after the service. You will also find a
community that desires to live out the command
to love our neighbors as ourselves as we help those
in need—the poor, the hungry, the homeless.
We hope to see you soon and may God’s Peace
be with you.
The Rev. David T. Andrews, Jr.,
Rector

