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1st Reading 

 

Daniel 3:74-81 

 

Let the earth bless the Lord, praise and exalt God above all forever! 

Mountains and hills, bless the Lord, 

Everything growing from the earth, bless the Lord, 

You springs, bless the Lord, 

Seas and rivers, bless the Lord, 

You dolphins and all water creatures, bless the Lord, 

All you birds of the air, bless the Lord, 

All you beasts, wild and tame, bless the Lord, praise and exalt God above all forever. 

 

PSALM 8  

 

Lord, our God, the whole world tells the greatness of your name. 

Your glory reaches beyond the stars. 

Even the babble of infants declares your strength, 

your power to halt the enemy and avenger. 

I see your handiwork in the heavens: 

The moon and the stars you set in place. 

What is humankind that you remember them, 

the human race that you care for them? 

You treat them like gods, dressing them in glory and splendor. 

You give them charge of the earth, laying all at their feet: 

cattle and sheep, wild beasts, 

birds of the sky, fish of the sea, 

every swimming creature. 

ALL: Lord our God, the whole world tells the greatness of your name. 

From The Psalter: A faithful and inclusive rendering, Liturgy Training Publications 

(International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.), 1994. 

 

2
nd

 Reading 

A READING FROM CHIEF SEATTLE 

 

Every part of this earth is sacred to my people. Every shiny pine needle, every sandy shore, every 

mist in the dark woods, every meadow, every humming insect. All are holy in the memory and 

experience of my people. We know the sap which courses through the trees as we know the 

blood that courses through our veins. We are part of the earth and it is part of us. The perfumed 

flowers are our sisters. The bear, the deer, the great eagle, these are our brothers. The rocky 

crests, the juices in the meadow, the body heat of the pony, and humanity, all belong to the same 

family. The rivers are our brother. They quench our thirst. They carry our canoes and feed our 

children. So you must give to the rivers the kindness you would give to any brother. The air is 



very precious to us, the air shares its spirit with all the life it support. The wind that gave our 

grandfather his first breath also receives his last sigh. The wind also gives our children the spirit 

of life. Will you teach your children what we have taught our children? That the earth is our 

mother? What befalls the earth befalls all the children of earth. This we know: the earth does not 

belong to man, man belongs to the earth. All things are connected like the blood that unites us 

all. Man did not weave the web of life, he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, 

he does to himself. One thing we know: our God is also your god. The earth is precious to god 

and to harm the earth is to heap contempt on its Creator. Continue to contaminate your bed and 

you will one night suffocate in your waste. 

 

Excerpts from a speech to the President of the United States, 

Attributed to Chief Seattle, Duwamish Tribe, 1855 

 

The Gospel  Luke 18:1-8 

 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He said, 

"In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. In that 

city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, `Grant me justice against my 

opponent.' For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, `Though I have no fear of God and 

no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that 

she may not wear me out by continually coming.'" And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust 

judge says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will 

he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the 

Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" 

 


