
Season of Creation I    In the Beginning October 15 
 
God’s Longing  
It isn’t known when it began, God’s longing, certainly no one mortal knows. 
The angels might know, but for most, it is still a heavenly secret, a mystery of mysteries long 
hidden. 
 
Some would say that it was always there, has always been there, from the first instant, long 
before the big bang.  
Banged! 
 
Leading up to the first thought that caused creation, to explode suddenly out of the emptiness 
and nothingness of all reality, which is still expanding, still growing still arising within us each. 
 
Many would say, and I would be one, that God’s longing is eternal. 
It is a deep longing, a true longing, a longing that lingers slowly and perfectly stretching out far 
pat our own imaginations. 
However, far back or forward we are able to imagine. 
It is almost as if God suddenly awoke and being alone. 
In knowing loneliness from the beginning sighed deeply, sighed so deeply in that loneliness, 
that in breathing out some portion of God’s breath left his body and being to seed all creation. 
 
Perhaps it was then, in that moment when the breath of God first moved across the waters of 
earth or moved through the depths of nothingness giving birth to creation. 
Or gave breath to both Adam and Eve, and then to all humanity. 
 
Sometimes a thought crosses my mind, a single thought, born out of my own breath, as I 
breathe in deeply during meditation and out once again quietly and stilly. 
 
Sometimes it comes to me then, in a split second that this was when God’s Holy Spirit first 
appeared and continues to appear throughout all history. 
I even imagine that in some secret way my own loneliness and longing are helping to give birth 
to God’s Holy Spirit and the compassionate loving-kindness that follows God’s gift to all 
humankind. 
I know this much, that God’s longing for us runs so deep and so true that He gave up His only 
begotten Son, even unto death. 
So that we might come to know Him and He us, and that by this miracle of love God’s Holy 
Spirit comes to dwell and rest in us. 
(From There is Something About Being an Episcopalian by Ron Starbuck, Saint Julian Press, 
2016) 
 
   
 



Psalm 100 
 
1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
2     Worship the LORD with gladness; 

    come into his presence with singing. 
3 Know that the LORD is God. 

    It is he that made us, and we are his;[a] 

    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

    and his courts with praise. 

    Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
5 For the LORD is good; 

    his steadfast love endures forever, 

    and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 
Reading: From Meditations with Julian of Norwich 
 
I saw that God was everything that is good and encouraging. 
God is our clothing that wraps, clasps, and encloses us so as never to leave us. 
God showed me in my palm a little thing round as a ball about the size of a hazelnut. 
I looked at it with the eye of my understanding and asked myself: “What is this thing?”  
And I was answered: “It is everything that is created.” 
I wondered how it could survive since it seemed so little it could suddenly disintegrate into 
nothing. 
The answer came: “It endures and ever will endure, because God loves it.” 
And so everything has being because of God’s love. 
 
Gospel   John 1:1-14 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a 
man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 
all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will 
of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+100&version=NRSV
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Season of Creation II    Our Living Planet October 22 
 

Reading: Tell The World        

In the Lakota way, everything is connected. In days past you could see it in the rustling of the 
leaves or the swift rushing of a waterfall. Now you can see it in more obvious ways. The worms 
tunnel below the Earth, searching for food while at the same time helping the plants collect 
oxygen through their roots. This insight is fading from the general population, and because of 
this we are no longer taking care of the Earth. In the past, the Lakota people would migrate so 
that the Earth had a time for cleansing. The area that we lived in would never be forgotten so 
much that it would die. We relied on the Earth, but it did not rely on us. 
 
Aspens are a unique kind of tree because they sprout from the roots of another Aspen, which is 
why you often see them growing in groves. If one of these trees gets sick, the rest of the trees 
usually get sick too because they rely on the same food supply. It is much the same with us. If 
one of our food sources had an unexpected shortage in production, the majority of human life 
would be affected. This is just one of the reasons it’s good to be self-reliant, and to have your 
own energy source if possible. 
 
Everything is too connected in the modern world. There is no longer privacy, and your 
information is there for everybody to see. If something happened in the world, like an outbreak 
of some sort, our food supply could be cut off, and it could affect our water because we don’t 
focus on renewable sources of food and energy. 
 
Human life is too destructive, and it is ruining the Earth’s natural cycle. Eventually humans are 
going to bring about their own downfall, and there will be nothing there to stop it. This is why I 
encourage our great people to start living off the grid, and to start relying on themselves for 
sustenance. In our traditional ways, we would always let the Earth replenish itself. We relied 
directly on the animals and on the signs from nature for survival. 
 
One tribe in Africa even relies directly on a certain species of bird to help them find beehives. 
The bird helps the tribe so that in return they will give them part of the honey store that the 
bee hive holds. The bird will fly in the direction of the hive, showing the humans where to get it, 
and then will whistle when nearby. The bird will then wait on a tree somewhere near until the 
people leave a piece of the honeycomb somewhere within the bird’s line of sight. 
 
If the idea of these short paragraphs is not yet obvious, what I am trying to get at is everything 
is connected, even us. We need to start relying more on ourselves for our food, and taking 
better care of the environment which takes such good care of us. In our tradition, you respect 
everything. This idea was lost with the European colonization of the Americas and I’m trying to 
bring it back. 



by Dorian Sage, 2015 Grand Prize Winner in Middle School  #WeAreHere Writing 
Challenge©Lakota Children’s Enrichment 
 
PSALM 104 (1-5, 14-15, 24-27, 31-33)  
  
   Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
   O Lord my God, you are very great. 
    
   You are clothed with honor and majesty, 
   wrapped in light as with a garment. 
    
   You stretch out the heavens like a tent,  
   you set the beams of your chambers on the waters, 
   you make the clouds your chariot, 
   you ride on the wings of the wind, 
   you make the winds your messengers, 
   fire and flame your ministers. 
 
   You set the earth on its foundations, 
   so that it shall never be shaken. 
    
   You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, and plants for people to use, 
   to bring forth food from the earth, and wine to gladden the human heart, 
   oil to make the face shine, and bread to strengthen the human heart. 
    
   O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
   In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
    
   Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
   creeping things innumerable are there, 
   living things both small and great. 
    
   There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 
    
   These all look to you to give them their food in due season; 
 
   May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 
   may the Lord rejoice in his works - 
   who looks on the earth and it trembles, 
   who touches the mountains and they smoke. 
    
   I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
   I will sing praise to my God while I have being.  
 



Reading: Job 12:7-10 
7 “But ask the animals, and they will teach you; 

    the birds of the air, and they will tell you; 
8 ask the plants of the earth,[a] and they will teach you; 

    and the fish of the sea will declare to you. 
9 Who among all these does not know 

    that the hand of the LORD has done this? 
10 In his hand is the life of every living thing 

    and the breath of every human being. 
 
Gospel 
 
Matthew 6:25-34   
 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink,[a] or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And can any 
of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?[b] 28 And why do you worry about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the 
grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much 
more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or 
‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these 
things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But strive first 
for the kingdom of God[c] and his[d]righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well. 34 “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s 
trouble is enough for today. 
 
 

Season of Creation III    Our Common Humanity October 29 

Reading: Quotes from the Pope’s Encyclical on Ecology, 2015 
Laudato Si”, On Care for our Common Home 
…on humanity’s relationship with the Earth 

 
“[The earth] now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our 
irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. 
 
We have forgotten that we ourselves are dust of the earth; our very bodies are made up of her 
elements, we breathe her air and e receive life and refreshment from her waters. 
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Nature cannot be regarded as something separate from ourselves or as a mere setting in which 
we live. We are part of nature, included in it and thus in constant interaction with it. 
 
Today, the analysis of environmental problems cannot be separated from the analysis of 
human, family, work-related and urban contexts, nor from how individuals related to 
themselves, which leads in turn to how they relate to others and to the environment.” 
 
Psalm 133 
The Blessedness of Unity 
 
1 How very good and pleasant it is 
    when kindred live together in unity! 
2 It is like the precious oil on the head, 
    running down upon the beard, 
on the beard of Aaron, 
    running down over the collar of his robes. 
3 It is like the dew of Hermon, 
    which falls on the mountains of Zion. 
For there the Lord ordained his blessing, 
    life forevermore. 
 
Reading: Abbess Hildegard of Bingen 
The earth is at the same time mother; she is mother of all that is natural, mother of all that is 
human, she is the mother of all, for contained in her are the seeds of all. The earth of 
humankind contains all moistness, all verdancy, all germinating power. It is in so many ways 
fruitful; all creation came from it, yet in forms not only the basic raw materials for humankind, 
but also the substance of the incarnation of God’s son. 
 
Matthew 22:34-40   (lectionary has to 46 for this Sunday) 
 
34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 
and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and 
first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On 
these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
 

Season of Creation IV    The Saints Among Us November 5 
 
Reading: Ephesians 4:1-6 
 
 I, Paul, a prisoner for the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 



love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
 

Psalm 149 

1 Praise the LORD! 

Sing to the LORD a new song, 

    his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
2 Let Israel be glad in its Maker; 

    let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. 
3 Let them praise his name with dancing, 

    making melody to him with tambourine and lyre. 
4 For the LORD takes pleasure in his people; 

    he adorns the humble with victory. 
5 Let the faithful exult in glory; 

    let them sing for joy on their couches. 
6 Let the high praises of God be in their throats 

    and two-edged swords in their hands, 
7 to execute vengeance on the nations 

    and punishment on the peoples, 
8 to bind their kings with fetters 

    and their nobles with chains of iron, 
9 to execute on them the judgment decreed. 

    This is glory for all his faithful ones. 

Praise the LORD! 
 
Romans 12:9-18 
 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who 
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 
those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with 
the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. 
 



Gospel 
 
Matthew 5:1-12     
 
The Beatitudes 
5 When Jesus[a] saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely[b] on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 

Season of Creation V   Our World at Peace Sunday, November 12 
 
Reading: Micah 4:3-4 
 
3 He shall judge between many peoples, 
    and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war any more; 
4 but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, 
    and no one shall make them afraid; 
    for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. 
 



Psalm 85:7-14  
 

Turn, revive us, 
     nourish our joy. 
Show us mercy, 
     save us, Lord. 

 
I listen to God speaking: 
     “I, the Lord, speak peace, 
     peace to my faithful people 
     who turn their hearts to me.” 
Salvation is coming near,  
     glory is filling our land. 

 
Love and faithfulness embrace, 
     peace and justice kiss. 
Fidelity sprouts from the earth, 
     justice leans down from heaven. 

 
The Lord pours out riches, 
     our land springs to life. 
Justice clears God’s path, 
     justice points the way. 

 
From The Psalter: A faithful and inclusive rendering, Liturgy Training Publications (International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.), 1994. 
 
Reading: A Prayer 
 
Creator Lord of the unclaimed place and of clashing claims, of no one’s land where some have 
homes, in danger zones, in human souls, in nations’ claims: we are all guilty. 
We build barriers to hide what we fear to see, we draw lines in other people’s hearts, we 
trample underfoot what others hold dear, we wear wounds unhealed with anger, we defend 
ourselves from other people’s rights. 
 
Drive out the demons that divide neighbours. 
Jesus, in the land where your feet were tired, where you carried the oppressor’s burden, broke 
the chains of the prisoners, demolished walls, made wounded lives blossom, and set our hearts 
free to turn and to serve: may you be the potter in our lives’ neutral zones; in divided land, may 
justice return. 
 
Spirit of hope, may those who build houses live in them, those who plant olive trees harvest 
them, may they shelter under fig trees, give water to strangers, tell stories to children, keep 
Covenant with God. 



As we honour the graves of our neighbours may we face those we fear, cry justice for the 
oppressed, tell of love without end: may peace flourish till the moon fails. 

Rosemary Power 
From Seven Days - Stories and reflections for the World Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel 
 
Matthew 5:43-48 
 
You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I say to 
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of 
your Father in heaven; for God makes the sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends 
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward do 
you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and 
sisters, of what more are you doing than others? Do ot even the Gentiles do the same? Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

Season of Creation VI Our Role as Stewards Sunday, November 19 

Reading: Deuteronomy (26: 1a,2,4,8-11) 

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to 
possess, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from 
the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place 
that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. When the priest takes the basket 
from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this 
response before the Lord your God: “The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and 
an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he 
brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I 
bring the first of the fruit of the ground, that you, O Lord, have given me.” You shall set it down 
before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God. Then you, together with 
the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the 
Lord your God has given you and to your house.  Our Role as Stewards  

Psalm 116: 10-17  
 

How shall I repay the Lord*  
     for all the good things he has done for me?  
 
I will lift up the cup of salvation *  
     and call upon the Name of the Lord.  
 
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord*  
     in the presence of all his people.  
 



Precious in the sight of the Lord*  
     is the death of his servants.  
 
O Lord, I am your servant; *  
     I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  
     you have freed me from my bonds.  
 
I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  
     and call upon the Name of the Lord.  
 
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord*  
     in the presence of all his people,  
 
In the courts of the Lord’s house, *  
     in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  
     Hallelujah!   

 
 
A READING FROM PRESIDING BISHOP JOHN E. HINES 
 
What I hope for has little to do with growth in communicant strength, though I would rejoice at 
a multitude of conversions possessing integrity. This has little to do with bigger budgets, 
nothing to do with maintaining a respected place with the carriage-trade clientele of our 
society. I hope for a witnessing community of unquestioned integrity. It may - in the future, this 
Church of ours - be an even smaller Church because of its witness; less powerful, and less 
influential - as a secular society gauges power and influence. For the essential question is not, 
“How shall the Episcopal Church grow?” - but rather, “How can the Episcopal Church be 
faithful?”For that is the heritage worth sacrificing for - worth passing on to our children and 
grandchildren. God forbid that they should come to a time and place unashamed of the Gospel, 
but ashamed of us. 

Kenneth Kesselus,  John E. Hines, from Farewell Sermon in Granite on Fire, Episcopal 
Theological Seminary of the Southwest, Austin, 1995. Bishop Hines served as the 22nd Presiding 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church from 1965-1973 

Matthew 7:7-11 
 
7 “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for 
you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened. 9 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, 
will give a stone? 10 Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? 11 If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give 
good things to those who ask him! 
 



Season of Creation VII   The Reign of Christ Sunday, November 26 

Reading: Colossians 1:15-20 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in[a] him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is 
before all things, and in[b] him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; 
he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 
everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 

Psalm 24 

1 
The earth is the LORD'S and all that is in it, * 
the world and all who dwell therein. 

2 
For it is he who founded it upon the seas * 
and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 

3 
"Who can ascend the hill of the LORD? * 
and who can stand in his holy place?" 

4 
"Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, * 
who have not pledged themselves to falsehood, 
nor sworn by what is a fraud. 

5 
They shall receive a blessing from the LORD * 
and a just reward from the God of their salvation." 

6 
Such is the generation of those who seek him, * 
of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 

7 
Lift up your heads, O gates; 
lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 
and the King of glory shall come in. 

8 
"Who is this King of glory?" * 
"The LORD, strong and mighty, 
the LORD, mighty in battle." 

9 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A15-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29465a
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Lift up your heads, O gates; 
lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 
and the King of glory shall come in. 

10 
"Who is he, this King of glory?" * 
"The LORD of hosts, 
he is the King of glory." 

Reading: Song of Creation 

Now we must praise the guardian of heaven, the might of the Lord and his purpose of mind, the 
work of the glorious Father. For the God Eternal established each wonder. The Holy Creator, 
first fashioned heaven as a roof for the people. Then the guardian of mankind adorned this 
middle-earth below, the world for men and women, everlasting Lord, Almighty King. 

Adapted from Caedmon’s song – late 7th century 

Gospel 

Matthew 25:31-46 
 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the 
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family,[a]you did it to me.’ 41 Then he will say 
to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 
not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, 
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 
and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not 
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A31-46&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24046a

