
Sunday, November 13  Our Role as Stewards 
 
Haudenosaunee of the Six Nations 
 
Brothers, listen to the words of the Creator given to the first United 
Nations, the Haudenosaunee, over one thousand years ago.  The Chiefs 
of the Haudenosaunee shall be mentors of the people for all time.  The 
thickness of their skin shall be seven spans; which is to say that they 
shall be proof against anger, offensive action, and criticism.  Their hearts 
shall be full of peace and good will and their minds filled with a 
yearning for the welfare of the people.  With endless patience, they 
shall carry out their duty.  Their firmness shall be tempered with a 
tenderness for their people.  Neither anger nor fury shall find lodging in 
their minds, and all their words and actions shall be marked by calm 
deliberation.  In every Nation there are wise and good men.  These 
should be appointed Chiefs.  They should be the advisers of their 
people and work for the good of all people, and all their power comes 
from the “Great Peace”.  A chief must never forget the Creator of 
mankind, never forget to ask Him for help.  The Creator will guide our 
thoughts and strengthen us as we work to be faithful to our sacred trust 
and restore harmony among all peoples, all living creatures, and 
Mother Earth ... We were instructed to carry a love for one another and 
to show a great respect for all beings of this earth ... In our ways, 
spiritual consciousness is the highest form of politics ... When people 
cease to respect and express gratitude for these many things, then all 
life will be destroyed, and human life on this planet will come to an end.  
These are our times and our responsibilities.  Every human being has a 
sacred duty to protect the welfare of our Mother Earth, from whom all 
life comes.  In order to do this we must recognize the enemy – the one 
within us.  We must begin with ourselves. 
 
From Wisdomkeepers by Steve Wall and Harvey Arden 
 



Psalm 100 Page 729, BCP 

         1. Shout for joy to the | Lord, all | earth, * 
         Serve the Lord with gladness, 
         | Enter • God’s | presence • with | joy! 
 
         2. Know that the Lord is God, 
    Our maker to | whom • we be|long, * 
         Our | shepherd, • and | we the | flock. 
 
         3. Enter the temple gates, 
    The courtyard with | thanks and | praise; * 
         Give | thanks and | bless God’s | name. 
 
         4. Indeed the | Lord is | good! * 
         God’s love is for ever, 
          | Faithful • from | age to | age. 
 

 
 
 
 
  



James 1:17-18, 21-27 
 
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation 
or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us 
birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first 
fruits of his creatures. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and 
rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted 
word that has the power to save your souls. But be doers of the word, 
and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers 
of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves 
in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, 
immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the 
perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who 
forget but doers who act–they will be blessed in their doing. If any think 
they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 
hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their 
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
 
  



The Gospel  Matthew 6:25-34 
 
Jesus said, "I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of 
the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And 
can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And 
why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 
his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the 
grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the 
oven, will he not much more clothe you-- you of little faith? Therefore 
do not worry, saying, `What will we eat?' or `What will we drink?' or 
`What will we wear?' For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these 
things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well. So do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today. 


