
Sunday, October 23 Our Common Humanity 

Preacher/facilitator:  Sister Rosie Castelli, OP 

 

1st Reading 

 

A READING FROM THE WORD OF MOTHER THERESA 

 

Whether you are a Hindu, a Muslim or a Christian, how you live your life is the proof that you 

are fully God's or not. Loving must be as normal to us as living and breathing, day after day until 

death. To understand this and practice it we need much prayer, the kind that unites us with God 

and overflows continually upon others. Our works of charity are nothing but the overflow of our 

love of God from within. Therefore, the one who is most united with God loves her neighbor 

most.     From Everything Starts With Prayer, White Cloud Press, Ashland, OR, 1998 

 

PSALM 146 (sung by the choir) Lauda, anima mea Anglican Chant by Thomas Norris 

 

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul!* 

I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth,* 

for there is no help in them. 

When they breathe their last, they return to earth,* 

and in that day their thoughts perish. 

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help!* 

whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;* 

who keeps his promise for ever; 

Who gives justice to those who are oppressed,* 

And food to those who hunger. 

The Lord sets the prisoners free; 

the Lord opens the eyes of the blind;* 

the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

The Lord loves the righteous; 

the Lord cares for the stranger;* 

The Lord sustains the orphan and widow, 

but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

The Lord shall reign for ever, * 

Your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

 

2
nd

 Reading 

  

from Paradise Now, The Living Theatre,  Judith Malina and Julian Beck. 

 

"What do you want?" 

To make the world glow with creation. 

To make life irresistible. 



To feed all the people. 

To change the demonic forces into the celestial. 

To remove the causes of violence. 

To do useful work. 

To work for the love of it and not for the money. 

To live without the police. 

To change myself. 

To get rid of the class system. 

To re-invent love. 

To make each moment creative. 

To be free of the force of the State. 

To be free to create. 

To get rid of a life of material greed. 

 

To free all the energy wasted in financial transaction. 

To cut all the bureaucratic wasted time out of life. 

To free humanity from armies. 

To stop distorting the mind of the people. 

To stop crippling the human body with frustration. 

To learn how to breath. 

To live longer than we do. 

To be free of the system. 

To get rid of central control. 

To supply what we need 

To seek what we desire. 

To stop wasting the planet. 

To stop dying of competition. 

To break down the walls that alienate. 

To get to know God. 

To make the destination clear. 

 

The Gospel Luke 18:9-14 

 

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded 

others with contempt: "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 

tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, `God, I thank you that I am 

not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a 

week; I give a tenth of all my income.' But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 

look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, `God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' I tell 

you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves 

will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted." 


