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 The Vestry is the governing body of our church, guided by the 
Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church, as well as our 
Vision and Mission.  In partnership with our Rector, the Vestry 
members promote the spiritual welfare of SsAM and manage and 
protect our church property and finances. Members of the Vestry 
are expected to make every effort to honor our diverse heritage and 
to support our celebrative liturgy and music, innovative 
programming, and deep involvement in the life of our community.  



 
 

JENNA CHRISTY 
 

Good morning to my SsAM family.  I am Jennifer Christy and my 
friends call me Jenna. I’ve been a member of SsAM since I moved to 
Wilmington in 2002. I truly do feel that I have a family here at SsAM.  
I’m a cradle Episcopalian and have served on a Vestry while I lived in 
CT and also here at SsAM. I am interested in sheparding SsAM 
through our 20th anniversary and beyond. 
 
I am a long-time biology teacher and have a deep appreciation for 
the natural world and so also, environmental issues. I’ve been quite 
blessed to travel with family and often with students to many 
fascinating places around the globe. I’m a gardener, a reader and an 
avid birder. I recently spent a day in Central Park and added the 
Blackpoll Warbler, upping my life list to 1062 species.  When my 
husband and I travel, it is either to visit family or to bird and explore 
new habitats. My daughter and I traveled to South Africa over 
Easter break to visit our cousin who is there for a 4th multi-month 
volunteering session.   
 
Here at SsAM: Patty Greene and I are heading up the Usher ministry 
and we look forward to strengthening the welcome that everyone 
feels as they arrive to each service.  I also am in the Drumming 
Circle and thoroughly enjoy trying to keep up with the others who 

have a much stronger internal rhythm than I do. I have being part of 
an active SsAM dinner group for several years; we find this to be a 
wonderful fellowship.  I happily make the Advent wreath and lead 
the wreath-making workshop for greening the church at Christmas. 
I’m part of a group working on reorganizing the Narthex, again to 
increase the welcome of our physical building to match the 
welcome of our congregation. 
 
I feel quite honored to be a candidate for the Vestry at SsAM again.  
 
 

 
 

NORWOOD J. COLEMAN, SR. 

I have been an Episcopalian since the seventh grade when Father 

Wilson of St. Matthews PE Church and his wife, my principal at 

Elbert School in South Wilmington, invited me to attend St. 

Matthews and sing in the choir.  

I attended the Cathedral Church of St. John from 1968 until it 

closed. I served on the vestry at St. John and served as Senior 

Warden for one year.  I served on the Diocesan Council for three 

years, the last of which I transferred my membership from the 

Cathedral to SSAM. 

My wife, Alice, and I attend the 8:00am service. I have participated 

in race relations discussions at the church and I lead the Diocese of 



Delaware’s Diversity Committee for several years at the invitation of 

Bishop Wright.  I also serviced on the Diocesan Reconciliation 

Committee which resulted in the Diocesan service of Apology for its 

Participation in Slavery. For many years, I was a member of the Pilot 

Congregation. 

I graduated from Howard HS in Wilmington, Delaware State 

University with a B.S. in music education, Virginia Commonwealth 

University with a M.S. in rehabilitation counseling and I have 

completed all but the dissertation for the Ph. D. in social and 

behavioral science at Bryn Mawr College School of Social Work and 

Social Research. 

 I am a retired diversity administrator from the State of Delaware’s 

Department of Services for Children, Youth and Their Families.  I 

was an Assistant Professor of Human Services at Lincoln University 

(PA) for almost 30 years. Currently, I take classes at the University of 

Delaware’s Osher Institute for Life Long Learning and I coordinate 

all performing arts participation classes at Osher. I also play the 

trumpet in the Osher Concert Band, Osher Jazz Band and Osher Jazz 

Ensemble. I teach a class at Osher called US History as Viewed by 

African Americans - from 1503 to the present. This is a two-

semester course.  I play with the Lukens Steel Company Band in 

Coatesville, PA. Alice and I serve on the Governor’s Council for 

Vocational Rehabilitation. 

I would be honored to serve on the vestry of SSAM. 

 

NANA SARPONGMAA SOTO 

I am a wife, mother and co – founder of My-Star Radio. Kofi 
Jacquaye and I are pleased to be experimenting with live-streaming 
the 10:30 service on Sundays. 
 
I was born and raised as a Methodist Christian in Ghana, West-
Africa and my secondary education was at Tema Methodist Day 
Secondary School, Ghana. I studied at the Business Information 
Technology (BIT) in Ghana, and Stradford Career Institute. I moved 
from Ghana to the USA in September 1999, passionate about 
serving people and love for humanity made it so easy to join SsAM 
and be confirmed in June 2016. My daughter, Keziah, is one of the 
new acolytes and we are members of YYF. I am a member of the 
Altar Guild. 
 
I love jogging, traveling, enjoying good food, listening to good classic 
music and socializing. I am a self-motivated woman who loves to 
pass on my positive energy to every person I meet. 
 
Some of my favorite quotes are; “Whatever you do big or small, do 
it right or not at all.” and “Today I choose to live with gratitude for 
the love that fills my heart, the peace that rests within my spirit and 
the voice of hope that says……. All things are possible.” 
 



 
LINDA WHITEHEAD 

 
My name is Linda Whitehead and I typically attend the 8:00 am 
service.  I have been attending SsAM for about three years since the 
Cathedral closed.  Prior to that I attended the Cathedral for over 10 
years, serving twice on the Vestry.  After the Cathedral closed, it 
was so refreshing to become part of the vibrant community which is 
SsAM.   
 
At SsAM, I serve as a lector and along with Paulyne Webster, 
represent SsAM at environmental Justice meetings and events.  I am 
passionate about ending racism, stopping climate change and 
supporting parents and young families.  I recently semi-retired.  
Prior to that, I was VP of Education and Development for an early 
education company.  I was responsible for children’s curriculum and 
family communications.   I’m now a senior advisor to the 
department working one day a week.  
 
On a personal note, my daughter and son-in-law live in Wilmington.  
They had their first child, Cameron,  in October.  I am helping to care 
for the baby. Ask me anytime and I’d be happy to show you a recent 
picture.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to run for the Vestry.   

 
 


