Prayers for Daily Use at home or at SsAM
The tragic events that unfolded at Mother Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, SC brought to
the surface the inconvenient truth that racism still exists in the minds and hearts of many in this
country. In our Baptismal Covenant, we affirm the right and dignity of all men, women, and
children regardless of their age, color, religion, culture and sexual orientation. We are also a
people of prayer. Prayer forms us into being disciples of Jesus Christ and prayer calls us to
ground our heart, mind and strength in the knowledge and love of the Lord. The prayers that
follow may be used in your daily prayer at home or here at the Episcopal Church of Saints
Andrew and Matthew. These prayers may also be found in the 1979 Book of Common
Prayer.The Peace of the Lord be with you,
Fr. David
For Quiet Confidence
O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness
and confidence shall be our strength: By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we pray thee,
to thy presence, where we may be still and know that thou art God; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
For our Country
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee that
we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless our
land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence,
discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our
liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many
kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust
the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through
obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the time
of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in
thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For the Future of the Human Race
O God our heavenly Father, you have blessed us and given us dominion over all the earth:
Increase our reverence before the mystery of life; and give us new insight into your purposes
for the human race, and new wisdom and determination in making provision for its future in
accordance with your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For those who Influence Public Opinion
Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: Direct, in our time, we
pray, those who speak where many listen and write what many read; that they may do their
part in making the heart of this people wise, its mind sound, and its will righteous; to the honor
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For those who suffer for the sake of Conscience
O God our Father, whose Son forgave his enemies while he was suffering shame and death:
Strengthen those who suffer for the sake of conscience; when they are accused, save them
from speaking in hate; when they are rejected, save them from bitterness; when they are
imprisoned, save them from despair; and to us your servants, give grace to respect their
witness and to discern the truth, that our society may be cleansed and strengthened. This we
ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, our merciful and righteous Judge. Amen.
For Social Justice
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart [and
especially the hearts of the people of this land], that barriers which divide us may crumble,
suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For Sound Government
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among
ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth.
Lord, keep this nation under your care.
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to
all in administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.
A Prayer attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is
injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may
not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved
as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in
dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

