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The Liturgy for Maundy Thursday

There is a long table, covered with white cloth at the crossing of the
sanctuary; chairs surround it, but are set several feet back from the table.

The congregational responses are in bold and italics

All are standing

OPENING ACCLAMATION

Blessed be the God of our salvation:
Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.

Holy, God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One:
Have mercy on us.

God be with you. 
And also with you.
Let us pray.

COLLECT

O God, in the fullness of time you revealed your love in Jesus the Lord. On the eve of his
death, as a sign of your covenant, he washed the feet of his disciples and gave himself as
food and drink. 

Give us life at this sacred banquet and joy in humble service, that bound to Christ in all
things, we may pass over from this world to your kingdom, where he lives with you now
and always in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES (KIDDUSH)  

Blessed are you, Lord, our God, Creator of light and space; you have sanctified our lives
through the commandments, commanding us to kindle the festival lights.

God breathed, "Be light!" And light came into being.

The candles on the Passover Table are lit.
Then all sit.
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

The Liturgy of the Word is comprised of narrated readings and commentary
based on Exodus 12:1-14, John 13:1-15 and I Corinthians 11: 23-26.

Our ancestors in the faith, the children of Israel, were Pharaoh's slaves in Egypt and our
Egyptian task masters afflicted heavy burdens upon us.

But God heard our cries, felt our pain and knew of the oppression which Pharaoh inflicted
upon us.

God sent our ancestor Moses repeatedly to Pharaoh, asking that the Egyptians let the
Hebrew people go.

HYMN - When Israel was in Egypt's Land Negro Spiritual; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer



But Pharaoh had a hard heart, and each time Moses asked, Pharaoh would refuse to let us go.

While the Israelites were still in bondage in the land of Egypt, the Lord spoke to Moses
and his brother Aaron.

You must speak to the entire community of Israel and say:

On the tenth of this month, each household must take and slaughter a lamb without
blemish. You must put some of the blood on the doorposts and  houses. That night, the
lamb is to be eaten roasted over the fire. You must not have anything left over; whatever is
not eaten must be burned.

You shall eat it standing up, with your shoes and coats on, and with your staff in your
hand. You must eat it quickly.

On that night I am going to go through the whole land of Egypt and strike down every
firstborn in the land, man and beast alike.

The blood of the lamb will serve to mark the houses where you live. When I see the blood,
I will pass over you, and you will escape the destruction.

And so Moses summoned all the elders of Israel, and told them everything that the Lord
had commanded him to say.

When the Israelites heard the message, they bowed down and worshipped the Lord. Then
they hurried back to their homes and did all that the Lord had commanded.

And it came to pass that the angel of the Lord struck down the firstborn of all the land of
Egypt, man and beast alike.

But when the angel found a house with blood on the lintel and door posts, he passed over
and spared those inside.

Thus with signs and wonders and with awesome power God led us from Egypt.

Blessed are you!
Blessed are you!

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who spared our ancestors in faith.
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who spared our ancestors in faith.

Each step on the journey to freedom must be welcomed as if it were enough. Otherwise,
we would not dare to take any steps at all.
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SONG Dayenu

Translation: “It would have been enough for us”

Chorus Dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dayenu, dayenu.

Verse- R1 Had God taken us out of Egypt
but not executed judgments on the Egyptians,

Chorus Dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dayenu, dayenu

Verse -R1 Had God executed judgments on the Egyptians,
but not parted the Red Sea waters,

Chorus Dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dayenu, dayenu.

Verse - R1 Had God parted the Red Sea waters,
but not sustained us in the wilderness,

Chorus Dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dayenu, dayenu

Verse - R2 We would have been content!
Had God sustained us in the wilderness,
but not given us Sabbath,

Chorus Dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dayenu, dayenu

Verse - R2 Had God given us Sabbath,
But not given us Torah,

Chorus Dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dayenu, dayenu

Verse - R2 Had God given us Torah,
But not led us into the Promised Land,

Chorus Dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dai-da-yenu, dayenu, dayenu,

All We would have been content!
 
All We would have been content!
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At this point the traditional Passover food is brought forward and placed
on the tables, to be consumed following the Four Questions.

And so each year the people of God celebrated this feast in God's honor. Parents explained
its meaning to their children, and they in turn explained it to their children.

THE FOUR QUESTIONS - Why is this night different from all other nights? 

Why is this night different than other nights?
On all other nights we eat either bread or matzah;
why on this night only unleavened bread?

   On all other nights we eat all kinds of herbs;
why on this night only bitter herbs?

   On all other nights we need not dip our herbs even once;
why on this night must we dip them twice?

   On all other nights we eat either sitting up or reclining;
why on this night do we recline?

We eat only matzah because our ancestors could not wait for their breads to rise when they
were fleeing slavery in Egypt, and so they took the breads out of their ovens while they
were still flat, which was matzah.

The bitter herbs remind us of the bitterness of slavery that our Hebrew ancestors endured
while they were in Egypt.

We dip twice---green vegetables into salt water, and a bitter herb, Maror, into a mixture of
apples and nut called Charoset. The first dip symbolizes the coming of spring and new life
arising out of the tears which our ancestors shed; and the Maror in Charoset represents the
clay used by our ancestors in the back-breaking work they did in building the Pharaoh's
buildings.

We recline at the Seder table because in ancient times, a person who reclined at a meal
symbolized a free person, free from slavery, and so we recline in our chairs at the Passover
Seder table to remind ourselves of the glory of freedom.

The Lord also told his people:
From now on you are to celebrate this Passover as a feast in honor of the Lord.
It is to be kept as a day of festival for all generations to come.
You are to celebrate it forever.

Blessed are you!
Blessed are you!
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Blessed are you, O Lord our God.
Blessed are you O Lord our God, who has given us this feast.
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who has given us this feast. 

Here the Presider invites members of the assembly to sample the Seder Plate. 

A FIFTH QUESTION

Why are we Christians remembering this feast of Passover?

For thirteen hundred years our spiritual ancestors celebrated the Passover and at the end of
that time, Jesus, God's Anointed One, came to celebrate it on his last night with his
friends. He left it, and us, changed for ever.

Blessed be God.
Blessed be God.

Blessed be God in Jesus, his Anointed One.
Blessed be God in Jesus, his Anointed One.

Blessed be God in Jesus, his Anointed One, our new Passover lamb.
Blessed be God in Jesus, his Anointed One, our new Passover lamb.

READING I Corinthians 11:23-26

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way he
took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this bread and
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

The following song continues during the preparation
of the space for the foot washing

SONG From Hand to Hand
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THE HOLY GOSPEL John 13: 1-17, 31b-35

Response: Glory to you, Lord Christ

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved
them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot
to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table,
took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin
and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around
him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"
Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand."
Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you,
you have no share with me." Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my
hands and my head!" Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash,
except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." For he
knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." After he
had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them,
"Do you know what I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord-and you are right,
for that  is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as
I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed
if you do them. I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another."

Response: Praise to you, Lord Christ

Blessed be God in Jesus, his Anointed.
Blessed be God in Jesus, his Anointed, who washes us clean.

REFLECTION

THE FOOTWASHING

All are seated.

The Presider (and any other clergy present) takes a towel and pitcher of
water and washes the feet of a member of the Assembly. Others are invited
to follow suit, washing each other's feet.

During the foot washing, this chant is sung repetitively throughout the Foot
Washing and the as the is space restored, if necessary.
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CHANTS

Bless the Lord, My Soul Taize, J. Berthier

Ubi Caritas Taize, J. Berthier

(Where there is love and charity, there is God)
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Brief silence is kept

The Table is prepared for the Eucharist during the singing of the following hymn.

HYMN In Remembrance of Me Buryl Red; arr. Robert F. Douglas
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

My friends, Jesus our Teacher and Master commands us to love one another as he loves
us. Let us be at peace with one another. 

May the peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you

THE HOLY COMMUNION

All who are able stand

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Presider continues with a prayer of Great Thanksgiving

SANCTUS - *S 122 “Holy, holy, holy Lord” Plainsong; Mass 18; adapt. Mason Martens

THE LORD'S PRAYER

As Jesus taught us, we now pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Christ is our Passover!
Therefore, let us keep the feast!

Jesus said: "Are you able to drink the cup that I drink,
or to be baptized with the Baptism with which I am to be baptized?

We are able.

Silence

As you share the gifts, greet each other with the following words.

The Bread is shared from person to person
The Body of Christ, Amen.

The Cup is shared from person to person
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.

SONG Take, O Take Me As I Am

HYMN Let Us Break Bread Together

Let us break bread together on our knees;
Let us break bread together on our knees;
when I fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink wine together ...

Let us praise God together ...
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

All who are able, stand

Lord Jesus Christ, in this wonderful sacrament you have given us a memorial of your
passion: grant to us who have received these sacred mysteries, the will to be the servant
of others as you were servant of all, knowing within ourselves and showing forth in our
lives the fruits of our redemption, for you are alive and reign, now and forever. Amen.

SOLEMN PRAYER

Bow down before the Lord.

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer
death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

(Mark 14:26)
When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to
them, "You will all become deserters; for it is written,

'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.'

But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee." Peter said to him, "Even though all
become deserters, I will not." Jesus said to him, "Truly I tell you, this day, this very night, before
the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times." But he said vehemently, "Even though I
must die with you, I will not deny you."  And all of them said the same.

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, "Sit here while I
pray." He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and
agitated. And he said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep
awake." And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it
were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, "Abba, Father, for you all things are
possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want." He came and
found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep
awake one hour?  Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." And again he went away and prayed, saying
the same words. And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were
very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. He came a third time and said to
them, "Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at
hand."

Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him
there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the
elders. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will kiss is the man;
arrest him and lead him away under guard." So when he came, he went up to him at once
and said, "Rabbi!" and kissed him. Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. But one
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of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off
his ear. Then Jesus said to them, "Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me
as though I were a bandit? Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you
did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled." All of them deserted him and fled.

The Sacrament from this service
is taken in procession to its place of reservation.

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR, CLOSING OF THE TYPTICH 

During the Stripping, the following is sung  

CHANT "Jesus, remember me" Taize/Berthier

The celebrant, assisting ministers and choir depart.

Then all others depart in complete silence.

_______________
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All are invited to stay and participate in the Vigil

PARTICIPANTS

The Reverend David T. Andrews, Jr., Celebrant  
The Reverend Canon Lloyd S. Casson, Preacher

Music by the SsAM Adult ChoirDavid Christopher, Organist, 
Director of Music and Associate for Liturgy

Acolyte  Al Brock

Altar Guild Shirley Bynoe, Leslie Clouser, Cynthia Cumberbatch, 
Dot Dorsey, Kelly Holt, Pat Saunders, 
Wanda Smith, Ana Washington, 

Eucharistic Ministers D-L Casson, Tracey Dixon, Eudel Drain, 
Barbara Henry, Jason James

Narration & Lectors Narrator - Laura Eisenman
Reader 1 - Eudel Drain,  Reader 2 - Tom Noyes, 
Reader 3 - Jason James, Reader 4 - Wanda Smith 
Lector - Deborah Kraak,
Mark reading- Tracey Dixon
Questions- Wanda Smith

Ushers Sylvia Banks, Kati Donovan, Patty Greene
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