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The Episcopal Church of
Saints Andrew and Matthew

OUR LITURGY UNFOLDED: CHRISTMAS and EPIPHANY
 THE CHRISTMAS CYCLE

The many aspects of the Christmas tradition…
 In the introduction to the article “Seasons of Celebration”  (Liturgical Spirituality)  we are
reminded that the “celebration of Christmas developed in relation to both pagan and
Jewish religious practice, sometimes intentionally asserting Christian meanings directly in
the face of surrounding (Jewish/pagan) understandings of the time.  Jesus’ “birthday” may
have come to be celebrated on December 25 in direct conflict with the winter solstice

observed by pagans. .. Nobody knows Jesus’ actual birthday…but that is not the point, for December 25 is clearly
a construction of meaning intended to convey truth about Jesus to others in the cultures that “hosted” the early
Christians.” (Pp 153-5).

According to Richard Giles in Times and Seasons “Christmas in liturgical terms is a dual celebration, of both the
birth of Jesus, reputedly at Bethlehem (though just as probably at Nazareth), and of the incarnation of the
cosmic Christ, a mystery that can be approached only by poetic metaphor. Whichever theme is uppermost, the
feast calls for liturgical partying of the first order. Vestments are white and the liturgical space is decorated to
the nines with every conceivable trimming”.  The dual characteristic of the feast is reflected in the very different
worship of the first mass of Christmas, celebrated the evening before, compared with that of Christmas
morning. The eve of Christmas, tends to be a nostalgic candle-lit affair in which the blessing of the crib (crèche)
containing figures of Mary and Joseph with the Christ Child plays a key part. On Christmas morning, however,
the mood is quite different.  The emphasis shifts to a theological meditation on the eternal significance of the
birth of Christ. “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness–on them light has shined”. (Isaiah 9:2)

At SsAM, our celebration of the Birth of Jesus begins with the Family Service - Christmas Pageant and Eucharist
at 5:00 p.m. on Monday,  December 24��.  In the Call to Worship, we are reminded:

For many centuries, the Prophets of old times told how God would send the Christ, the Messiah, to save the
world from sin and make it possible for all people to live together in peace.  Two thousand years ago, the
Messiah came, in the birth of Jesus of Nazareth.  Since that time, Christians have gathered every week in
Church and Sunday School to worship him, to learn about the good he did for us when he lived on the earth,
and how he helps us now; and we learn how to follow him always, as our Lord and Savior. Now, let us once
again hear that wonderful story of Jesus' birth, and celebrate his coming to us.

In this service, the story of Christ's birth and kingdom -  as foretold by Isaiah, unfolds through narration and
carols. We share Holy Communion and conclude the service singing, “Joy to the world, the Lord is come.”

Our later service is a Festive Choral Eucharist at 11:00 p.m. preceded by a Christmas Eve concert at 10:30 p.m.

The season of Christmas lasts for 12 days, beginning on the 25�� and ending on the 12�� night, or January 6��.
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SOLEMN PROCESSION

To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord.
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory.
Let us go forth in peace.
In the Name of Christ, Amen,

In those days a decree went out from Emperor
Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to
be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house
and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting
a child. While they were there, the time came for her
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see–I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in
a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favors!" When the
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us." So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.

A thurifer leads a solemn procession around the sanctuary,
pausing at the Crèche where we sing, “"O come, all ye
faithful" and hear the powerful words of Luke  2:1-20. The
blessing includes the sprinkling of holy water and the use
of incense as signs of blessing.

This reading of  the Gospel at the Nativity of Our Lord is
also proclaimed at the 10:00 a.m. Service on Christmas Day.

 Festival Choral Eucharist - Christmas Eve
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COLLECT FOR PURITY (all in unison)

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

KYRIE ELEISON

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

FIRST READING

PSALM

SECOND

GRADUAL HYMN

THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 1: 1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.
All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world,
and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his
own people did not accept him. But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

SERMON

The Collect for Purity, based on Psalm 51,  prepares us for
entering the presence of God and is quite familiar. This
ancient prayer, dating from 804 AD, sets the tone as we
pray to God for what we do and our power and ability to
do it. AMEN is an ancient word which means “so be it.”

The biblical roots of the Kyrie Eleison  first appeared in
1 Chronicles 16:34, ...give thanks to the LORD; for he is
good; for his mercy endures for ever...

The prayer is simultaneously a petition and a prayer of
thanksgiving; an acknowledgment of what God has done,
what God is doing, and what God will continue to do.

The Salutation (the Lord be with you) is based on the
greeting of Boaz and the response of his reapers (Ruth 2:4).

The Collect, which collects our thoughts, reflects the theme
of the day, such as: ALMIGHTY GOD, you have given your
only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be
born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been
born again and made your children by adoption and grace,
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord
Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Between the readings and the Gospel, we sing a Gradual
Hymn, which is used to accompany and highlight the Gospel
reading. As in the other church seasons, we have a Gospel
Procession, in which we enact the coming of the Good
News to the midst of the people. We stand, as we are able,
and face the Celebrant who is proclaiming the Gospel as
an indication of the importance we place on Jesus’ words
and actions.

While the other Gospel writers provided snapshots of the
life of Jesus on earth, John wrote for both the Jews and the
Gentiles, presenting Jesus as the Son of God.  For the Jews,
Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophesies. The first three
Gospels described the events, John emphasizes the
meaning of the events.
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THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth,  of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,and the
life of the world to come.  Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

PEACE

HOLY COMMUNION

The Nicene Creed is one of our three Statements of
Faith (along with the Apostles’ Creed and the lesser
known Athanasian Creed, found in the Book of
Common Prayer (pages 864-5).

According to Jenifer Gamber’s Your Faith Your Life, An
Invitation to the Episcopal Church, the creeds are
ancient statements of belief that grew out of questions
and disputed in the early years of the Church. Who
exactly are Jesus and the Holy Spirit? Is the Holy Spirit
also divine? Is Jesus both divine and human? Is belief
in God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, belief in one
God? How are the Father, Son and Holy Spirit related?
Church Councils in Nicea and Chalcedon (in present
day Turkey) met during the 4�� and 5�� centuries to
address these questions and, in response, wrote the
Nicene Creed. The Nicene Creed begins with the word
“We” because it is a statement of faith by a community.

In contrast, the Apostles’ Creed was developed from
the answers to the questions the church asks
candidates for baptism in the early years of Christianity:

 Do you believe in God the Father?

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

The Apostles’ Creed is a personal statement of belief,
so it begins with the word “I” - “I believe in God, the
Father almighty.” …

The remainder of the Christmas Eve service follows
the traditions of our Sunday Eucharist except for this
rubric:

When all have received communion and are at their
places, candles of the worshipers are lit. The
congregation may kneel to sing Silent Night.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE PEACE

THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY
ANTHEM
HYMN

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (said by all)

O God, we glorify you, for by the power of your
Spirit, Christ is born in us. Now, strengthened by
this sacrament, may we joyfully reflect Christ's
presence in all that we are and all that we do;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING

HYMN

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

The announcements are not officially part of the
liturgy, but are offered with information about how
we can live active lives of faith through the many
ministries at SsAM.

We exchange the Peace in the spirit of friendship
and reconciliation and in the love of God. This is
part of our preparation for the Holy Eucharist so
we can approach God’s table in love and charity
with one another.

The Sursum corda (The Lord be with you) is an
exchange between the Celebrant and the people
and echoes ancient Jewish prayers.

The Great Thanksgiving, a prayer that recalls God’s
creative and redemptive acts culminating in Jesus’
death and resurrection, includes the Words of
Institution which are a mixture of the various New
Testament accounts of the Last Supper.

The congregation shares in the songs of the angels
and the whole company of heaven during the
Sanctus. It is similar to the song sung by the
creatures who surround the heavenly throne in
Revelation (4:8). There is a solemn bow made by
the Celebrant and Eucharistic Ministers/Liturgical
Assistant.

The fuller explanation of the Great Thanksgiving
can be found in the Liturgical Commentary for the
Season of Creation.

When all have received communion and are at their
places, candles of the worshipers are lit.

The congregation may kneel to sing the following
hymn, Silent Night. Following the Blessing, the
worshipers may extinguish their candles during the
singing of  "Hark! the herald angels sing"

The post communion prayer is not only a
thanksgiving for making us part of Christ’s body and
feeding us, but also proclaims our readiness to go
out into the world to love and to serve.

The Blessing has been a part of the service since
the 4th century and takes different forms,
depending on the church season.

The Celebrant dismisses us, sending us out to the
world to do the work we are called to do.
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The Season of Epiphany

January 6, 2019 - The Epiphany

“Epiphany” meaning “showing forth,” commemorates the first showing of
Christ to the world, when His presence was revealed to the three Magi. It
is, in some sense, a continuation of the Christmas season.  In the season of
Epiphany we also remember the revelation of Christ to John the Baptist, to

the disciples, and to all Christians; and Christ’s baptism and our own, together with the ways in which Christ was
revealed to humankind, especially in the healing miracles. The Season of Epiphany begins with the arrival of the
sages from afar  to visit and pay homage to the infant Jesus in Bethlehem — the event through which God makes
known that Jesus is the Light for the world, not just for a chosen few. We are reminded that while Jesus was a Jew
and spoke largely to Jewish crowds during his life on Earth, He also spoke to non-Jews.  Throughout the Season
we celebrate the Light that Jesus has brought into the world. We strive to be more mindful of the world around
us, and to realize our call to carry the Light of Christ and to make it known — in our homes, in our places of work
and leisure, in our towns and counties, and beyond. The liturgical color of green is used on vestments, representing
the green things of God's earth and referring to growth of the spirit of God within us in response to His coming at
Christmas.

The Gospel readings during the Season of Epiphany

The final reading in the Liturgy of the Word is from one of the four Gospels,through which we hear the words and
actions of Jesus Christ. In Year B  we read mostly from the book of Mark, Matthew in Year A and Year C- Luke. John
is read in each year during the major seasons of Christmas, Lent and Easter. You will notice that the wise men do
not appear in the Creche until Epiphany.

The Epiphany of our Lord Jesus Christ    January 6, 2019    Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,
asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
They told him, In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my
people Israel.
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him,
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road.
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The First Sunday after the Epiphany    January 13, 2019 The Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and
to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany    January 20, 2019
John 2:1-11
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him,
"They have no wine." And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has
not yet come." His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." Now standing there were six
stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them,
"Fill the jars with water." And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, "Now draw some out, and
take it to the chief steward." So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine,
and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward
called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine
after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now." Jesus did this, the first
of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany      January 27, 2019

Luke 4:14-21
Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the
surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day,
as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled
the scroll and found the place where it was written:

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
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The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany      February 3, 2019

Luke 4:21-30 In the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus read from the book of the prophet Isaiah, and began to say,
"Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious
words that came from his mouth. They said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" He said to them, "Doubtless you will quote
to me this proverb, 'Doctor, cure yourself!' And you will say, 'Do here also in your hometown the things that we
have heard you did at Capernaum.'" And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet's
hometown. But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut
up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of
them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian." When they heard this, all in the synagogue
were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their
town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and went on
his way.

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany       February 10, 2019

Luke 5:1-11 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him
to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them
and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out
a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking,
he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch." Simon answered, "Master,
we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets." When they
had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their partners
in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But
when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!"
For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James
and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from
now on you will be catching people." When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and
followed him.

The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany       February 17, 2019

Luke 6:17-26

Jesus came down with the twelve apostles and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a
great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him
and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the
crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. Then he looked up at his
disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.

“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of
the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what
their ancestors did to the prophets."
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"But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.

"Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.

"Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.

"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets."

The 7th Sunday after the Epiphany  FEBRUARY 24, 2019

Luke 6:27-38 Jesus said, "I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also;
and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from
you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do
to you.

"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If you
do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to
those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as
much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great,
and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as
your Father is merciful.

"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you
will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running
over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back."

CARNIVAL SUNDAY The Last Sunday after the Epiphany MARCH 3, 2019

Luke 9:28-36, [37-43a] About eight days after Peter had acknowledged Jesus as the Christ of God, Jesus took
with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses
and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had
stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter
said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah"--not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is
my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent
and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.

[On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. Just then a man
from the crowd shouted, "Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. Suddenly a spirit seizes
him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely
leave him. I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not." Jesus answered, "You faithless and
perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here." While he
was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed
the boy, and gave him back to his father. And all were astounded at the greatness of God.]


