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Sharing our Blessings: A Reflection 
 

What a wonderful Sunday we had last week when Pat Saunders announced that the Sharing Our 

Blessings Capital Campaign had come to a successful completion.  Pat deserves our thanks and love for 

all the work she gave to this monumental campaign for the last five years to make sure that this 

campaign would reach its goal.  Pat is going on a long deserved and much needed vacation this week 

and I, for one, thank Pat for her faith and perseverance to see this campaign to its conclusion.  Thank 

you Pat, well done faithful servant. 

So what’s next for us as a parish?  Who is God calling us to be during this next season of our history?  

Over the last twenty plus years, God has built a solid foundation. Now, how do we move forward taking 

with us the lessons we have learned while continuing to build on them so that we might grow stronger 

and be even more viable for many years to come?  I believe that God is not finished with us and, though 

the campaign is completed, we are not.  We have work to do to continue to build the community that is 

SsAM.  A strong foundation that is stable will support where we go from here.   

We have a loving community that cares deeply for one another. This was powerfully exhibited last 

Sunday when Anita Young thanked her church family for all the cards and calls during her recent 

rehabilitation from her surgery.  There exists a passion for the City of Wilmington as expressed in our 

outreach and the many programs we support in partnership with Friendship House and the many 

opportunities we have to practice random acts of kindness to our neighbors and strangers.  We have 

begun to see more young people with families and single folks who are fed by the Sunday liturgy and we 

have been a place of solace for people who are seeking to find God.  Our Sunday morning worship and 

music invites us to deepen our relationship with Christ and there is a great deal of energy to support the 

September open house. These examples are a strong testament to what this parish means to its 

members and the City of Wilmington.   

I do have a concern for all of us.  We can become busy and distracted by all that we do and not spend 

adequate time to understand why we do what we do. We may not take time to get to know one another 

or the new folks who have joined us.  There has to be balance between action and formation.  This 

formation includes preparation for the Sunday Eucharist, Daily Prayer and Personal Devotions. All three 

help us to participate more in the life of SsAM as all three ground our lives in the practice of prayer. 

Another important piece of this formation is to return to the 14 guiding principles that the parish 

established.  I know that I have been lax in encouraging us to take time to have an honest conversation 

as to how we live out these principles today.  This summer may be a good time to begin to have this 

conversation grounded in the spiritual practices I mentioned above.  Faith is not static but is always 

flowing like a stream.  Nothing stays the same and this is both exciting and scary.  It is in this ambiguity 

and paradox where Christ is made known.  As plans are made for this summer I hope that you will join 

me as we begin to discern the next big adventure that God is calling us to be engaged as a community. 

Peace,  Fr. David 


